
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
May 2, 2021 

 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 

This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                                                  Aria                                                   John S. Dixon 
 
Welcome                                  This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

Introit                                                    Bless Us, O God                                   Richard Shephard 
    

Bless us, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence, 
that we may be at peace and may worship you with all our mind and spirit. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

Call to Worship 
In the wilderness, water brings life. O God, take us to the water.  
In the Word of God, the good news gives light. O God, fill us with understanding. 
In the bread and the wine, the Body of Christ nourishes everyone. O God, give us yourself.  
And the gathered people say, “Amen”.  Let it be with us according to your Word.  

 
*Hymn 624                      I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art                            TOULON 

 

Prayer of Confession  
God of everlasting love, we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the Spirit.  We 

struggled to love others as you have loved us.  We deny the promises of baptism and cut 
ourselves off from you.  Forgive us, restore us, that we may abide in your love and live out 
your grace through the way of peace in the world.  O Lord, have mercy on us…       

(Silence, followed by:)  Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly 
live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  
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Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are only sinners goes 
too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap.  The 
good news is that we are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 

Anthem                                                  How Can It Be                                              Dan Forrest 
 

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior's blood? 
Died He for me who caused His pain? For me who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
He left His Father's throne above, so free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, and bled for Adam's helpless race; 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free; For, O my God, it found out me. 
 
No condemnation now I dread; Jesus and all in Him is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th'eternal throne, and claim the crown through Christ my own. 
Amazing love, how can it be that Thou, my God shouldst die for me? 

 
- Charles Wesley (1738) 

 
Prayer for Illumination  

Come, Holy Spirit, that through your word we may be guided into the love of God for all 
the world. Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: Acts 8:26-40 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. 
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  
 
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and 
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get 
in and sit beside him.  
 
Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to 
the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his 
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken 
away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”  



 
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into 
the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Reflection on the Word and Life: “Humility is the Gateway to Empathy” 
 

This chapter is a bit a bridge moment in the Acts of the Apostles.  Jesus’ charge in Acts 1 is, 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  The first few 
chapters show us the Apostles being witnesses in Jerusalem up to and including the work of 
Stephen who is the first Christian martyr and dies trying to heal the fractures within the 
emerging Church in Jerusalem. In one more chapter we will be introduced to Paul who will 
take the gospel of Jesus Christ to the ‘ends of the earth’.  But in between in this eighth 
chapter we are introduced to movement of the prophet-evangelist Phillip.  The Phillip of 
Acts of the Apostles is not the Phillip of the Gospels, one of the original 12 disciples.  He is 
one of the seven deacons appointed by Stephen to ensure proper care of the Hellenist Jews. 
 
He will also be highlighted in chapter 8 for his evangelistic efforts in two stories: his mission 
to the Samarians, and his mission to the Ethiopian Eunuch.  This is not yet a mission to the 
gentiles and outsiders… it is a mission to the cut-off people of Israel.  The disenfranchised 
and excluded from mainline Judaism.  And Philip’s transition from insider to outsider 
focused ministry by first moving to those who are Jews… but not included in the good 
graces of mainline Judaism.    
 
In fact it is quite possible that the Ethiopian Eunuch is in theological turmoil at the point we 
meet him.  He has made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  He has every appearance of a devout 
Jew for whom the scriptures should not be confusing.  His question, “who are they talking 
about in this scripture?” is the central theme of this text.  He is in theological disarray.  But 
maybe not because he doesn’t know who Isaiah is talking about but because he has just had 
an experience that has placed him in the center of this text.  Let’s step back.  The text that 
from Isaiah that the Ethiopian Eunuch is ready is about he suffering servant.  Derided.  
Struck down.  Wounded and crushed for “our iniquities”.  Now we read this in the light of 
evangelism and immediately see Jesus in this the center of the story.  In fact when we hear 
that Phillip told him about Jesus we may assume he told him the story is about Jesus 
confirming what we assumed.  But what if that isn’t what happened at all? 
 
What if the suffering servant was, and is, in this moment: the Eunuch? 
 



Here is the other point.  The Eunuch would not have been received well in Jerusalem… he 
would have been forbidden to enter the Temple.  He is a Eunuch.  And to Jewish purity he 
is… quite literally “cut off”.  He is no longer acceptable to mainline Judaism.  It is possible 
that the Eunuch spend much time, energy, and emotionally energy to pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem only to get rejected. And in this moment perhaps he is sitting in this chariot and 
wondering?  Am I too… the suffering servant?  Is this my lot?  
 
And in this world of hurt I think he’d have rejected Phillip if Phillip had engaged him from a 
place of unquestioned rightness… rather than with humble spirit asking “do you know what 
it is you are reading?” Phillip managed empathy – to feel the Eunuch’s pain, to enter the 
Eunuch’s world… in a very literal way when the Eunuch invites him into the chariot.  But he 
does that through the gateway of humility.  He offers the Eunuch not a closed though 
process or another set of purity requirements… he opens up to the Eunuch a way that is 
about setting aside shame, and dropping boundaries of “worthy” and “unworthy” and 
thereby opens the Eunuch up to a world of possibilities… a world where he is no longer cut 
off but a part of something bigger, richer, and more wonderful than what he had been just 
denied.   
 
And through this model of humility, empathy, and share of good news and grace… Phillip 
widens and deeps the circle of divine love and the community of faith.  And invites us then 
to do likewise.   
 

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 
 Invitation to the Table  

 



Communion Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
 Words of Institution / Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 
Prayer of Dedication 

 
*Hymn 341                                          O God, Show Mercy to Us                                         THAXTED 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                                        The Grace                                      Richard Shephard 
                                     

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. AMEN. 

 
Postlude                                                        Toccata                                               John S. Dixon 

 
The flowers in worship today are given by Mary Royce in 

memory of all who have lost their lives during this pandemic. 
 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Luann Fife, Pianist    Susan Block, Liturgist 

 FPC Chancel Choir  
 



 


