
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Baptism of our Lord Sunday 

Online Worship for January 10, 2021 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 

This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                              Improvisation on PICARDY                                       Ryan Dye        
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                      God Is Calling through the Whisper                             Polish Carol 
 
Call to Worship 

In the beginning, God brought forth life from watery chaos.  
In another beginning, the Word made fleshed was baptized by John. 
The skies opened, and Heaven and Earth were met in Jesus – the beloved. 
We gather as those called to this way of life to name each other beloved.  
Let us worship God, who calls us by name and makes us the Body of Christ. 
 

*Hymn 159                                  O Sing a Song of Bethlehem                                   KINGSFOLD 
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Prayer of Confession  
God, you have gifted us all with energy, imagination, and love.  You call us to use 

those gifts in service to one another.  And yet all too often we give each other the leftovers 
of our day.  What resources we have left over.  What energy we have left over.  We are 
hesitant to give first, and risk it all on trust in you and your community.   We hold back and 
let ambivalence hold sway.  God call us again to you, and to your way that fully embraces the 
solidarity of “God with us”.   O Lord, have mercy on us…  (Silence, followed by:)  
 Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  
Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are only sinners goes 
too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap.  The 
good news is that we are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 

Anthem                                  Christ, our God, Descends from Heaven                   Alan Bullard                         
 

Prayer for Illumination  
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God, and tear open the veil of heaven speaking to us as 
beloved children so that we may hear and believe the good news of your Word made flesh, 
Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: Genesis 1:1-13 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over 
the face of the waters. 

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the 
dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let 
the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 
Reflection on the Word and Life: “Breakwater”  

I love the Creation Story in Genesis.  I love the themes behind it.  Creating order out of 
chaos, light out of darkness, life out of the void.  But more than any other aspect of it what I 
appreciate is the idea of boundaries.   



 
Boundaries are such an important part of our lives.  How to keep from what is “over there” 
from spilling into, and becoming a part of, “here”.  Yes, we are all interconnected – but that 
is vastly different from enmeshed.  And when we cannot set limits and boundaries, we 
cannot be our best selves.  Genesis recognizes this “from the beginning”.   
 
God doesn’t just create life.  God creates boundaries.  Light and dark. Sky and ground. Sea 
and land.  Before an ounce of life is created days are spent in boundary making.  A point of 
importance we are reminded of again in Job when God tells Job, “Where were you when I 
laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding... who shut in the sea 
with doors when it burst out from the womb?  …and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far 
shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stopped’? 
 
The life that shall flourish before God – the sea, the land, the sky and all that that shall team 
with living will do so because first God marked out the world with limits and boundaries.   
 
I like to think of ourselves then as “Dwellers of the Dome” for Genesis tells us that God set 
such domes up to delineate earth and heaven, sea and land…. And only because we play 
within those boundaries do we flourish.   
 
So it is that I think today, as we remember the baptism of Jesus who is pronounced beloved, 
as we ordain and install leadership in the church who are charged with the task of nurturing 
and provoking faith, as we are thinking of what it means to the Church and the Body of 
Christ in the world, that we need to come back to conversation about such boundaries.   
 
How do we create, foster, and promote a world with boundaries that allow life to flourish?   
 
When I hear God ask Job “where you there when (I said) thus far shall you come, and no 
farther and here shall your proud waves be stopped” I always think about building 
sandcastles at the edge of the ocean.  Inevitably a wave will come with the changing tides 
that washes out what you have built.  It is the finiteness of human accomplishment before 
the rolling tides of chaos and change.  And yet… I also think that something of our human 
endeavor is to echo God activities in setting limits to those tides.   That we are called to 
promote and nurture life by setting aside space for it to flourish.  We are a breakwater of 
sorts to create calmer waters and manageable turbulence for the world to prosper at the 
water’s edge.  We create neither an unchanging vista of sameness nor allow ourselves to be 
beat into submission by the vagaries of fate and change.  We foster a “set-aside” space.  A 
holy space… whose boundaries ensure that here – we can be our better part.  Here we can 
flourish, and learn, and grow, and build.  Here we can change and transform, dismantle and 
break down what needs to change and manage to survive the process. 
 
Our job: as a church – as leaders in the church – is to create a space of boundaries AND 
change.  Of safety AND challenge.  And when we do that… as God did “in the beginning” 
– than life together will be abundant and good. 
 



 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain, and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 23                                   God, You Spin the Whirling Planets             PLEADING SAVIOR 

 

*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response              God Be with You Till We Meet Again          Ralph Vaughan Williams                            
 

 
Postlude                                               KINGSFOLD Trumpet                           Alfred V. Fedak 
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