
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for October 11, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                                                   Aria                                                       Flor Peters 
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                                       Cause Me to Hear             Melvin West 

Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the morning, for in Thee do I trust. 
Cause me to know the way wherein I shall walk, for I lift up my soul to Thee. 

--Psalm 143:8 
 
Call to Worship (excerpt from Psalm 27) 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

 
*Hymn 612                                      We Praise You, O God                                            KREMSER 

(insert on next page) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise


 
 

 



Prayer of Confession  
Gracious and loving God, we believe that we will see your goodness, and we take 

courage in providence and care.  And yet… too often we stop there.  We fail to be your 
good news in the world.  We fail to care for others as robustly as you care for us.  We are 
quick to be served but slow to step up to put our lives on the lines for the least and the lost.  
We are overwhelmed looking out for ourselves and we yearn to do more… but we simply 
cannot… and will not.  Help us to feel the power of your love and mercy and make our lives 
into instruments of your justice and peace for the world.  O Lord, have mercy on us…  

(Silence)   …Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your 
grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Anthem                                                      One Thing                                                 C. Courtney 

Based on Psalm 27 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
Holy God, your Word is strong and true.  Your Word is a lamp unto our feet, and we 

pray by the power of your Spirit that it lead us on the path you call us to even as we lead 
others in the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Listen to the Word: 1 John 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. 
 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
 
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love 
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate 



their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from 
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Reflection on the Word and Life:  
“Love is a Verb”  

First in a Series on Ripples: Start Something 
 

There are common rituals of church life that all pastors learn and officiate… as pastors we 
have certain authorities to form how we do them.  We have our learned practices from youth 
formed from years and years of worship, and youth groups, and choir and all that… I think 
its easy to forget that we pastors haven’t always been clergy.  We were first members in a 
pew and we learned much of what we do every day now by doing them week after week in 
our youth.  We also get schooled in the theory behind our rituals, the theology that 
undergirds them and the long history of our traditions practice of them.  And then we go 
and serve churches that continue to form our practice through their own traditions and new 
colleagues.  And I share that because when I say, “This is how we do a baptism…” what I 
mean is this is the way I embrace that tradition borrowing my long history and – in this case 
– how I was taught by my first call and my mentors there: Tom Walker and Carol DiGiusto.   
 
And when we baptize a child I will hold that child – having been entrusted the child by their 
parents – and repeat a paraphrased version an old French Reformed Church baptismal 
liturgy while staring down into their eyes: “for you Jesus Christ came into the world… for 
you Jesus lived and showed us God’s love… for you Jesus suffered and died… for you Jesus 
rose, and ascended and lives at God’s right hand… Jesus did all this for you, and you don’t 
even know it yet.”  And then I look out to the congregation for the final line: “So scripture is 
proved true, ‘we love, because God first loved us.”  
 
We love because God first loved us. 
 
Sir Isaac Newton is one of the great scientists of Western Civilization.  Typical of the 17th 
century his brilliant mind wandered through many a discipline: mathematician, author, 
astronomer, and theologian.  His mind, his observations, and his ability to frame the world 
and how it works in a new way was so influential that he is a foundational platform for the 
scientific revolution.  Among the gifts that he gave scientific inquiry were Newton’s Three 
Laws of Motion.  And because I get pretty excited about nerdy math and science it’s the first 
thing I thought of when I started thinking about today’s scripture lesson and this 
foundational truth of our baptismal calling: that we love, because God first loved us.   
 
Newton’s first law of motion is what we call inertia.  A body at rest, stays at rest.  A body in 
motion stays in motion.  Unless!  Unless that body is acted on by an outside force.  And then 
everything changes!  And that outside force causes various chain reactions the next two laws 
help to describe.  But for this moment I want to think about that first mover.  That moment 
when everything changes.   
 



“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters.”  Imagine looking out on still pond in the early morning.  The air is crisp.  The 
water is still as glass, and a simultaneously heavy and light fog hangs over the waters.  And 
everything feels completely still… and yet brimming with potential.  And into the stillness: 
“And God said let there be light.” Like rock dropping into the middle of the pond with a 
splash and suddenly that which was still erupts in motion. That single splash is acted on by 
that outside force and each bit of water is changed as it is moved… and as it then causes its 
neighbor to move, and the neighbor of the neighbor to move… as that single splash turns 
into ripples moving out across the entire pond.   
 
We love because God first loved us.   
 
God is our primary mover.  Whether its speaking light into a world of perpetual night, 
whether its burning bush that sends Moses back into Egypt.  Whether it’s the cry of a 
newborn child in manger in the small village in Israel attended to by shepherds and angels 
and setting in motion a series of events that will change the world.   
 
We love because God first loved us.   
 
When the author of First John takes pen to extol the Christian community to live the faith 
they claim in Jesus Christ he does so with a movement that is familiar to the corpus of 
biblical literature ascribed to John: we were called, we came, we see, we are sent, we go, we 
tell.  This movement is immediately established in the letter back in the first verse of the first 
chapter: “We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to 
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what 
we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so 
that our joy may be complete.” 
 
Again… chain reactions of divine purpose are here throughout.  God acted.  And this 
changed the trajectory of human lives.  And just as we are acted upon, so we act in the 
world.  We are formed by our interaction with God and that permeates all that we say and 
do after that – in all that we act out with our neighbors.  “We love because he first loved us. 
Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do 
not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 
seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also.”  Just as we said last week with the 10 Commandments… the 
prohibitions of the final five commandments are rooted in the relationship established by 
the first five.  The 10 Commandments are a world view of non-exploitative relationship.  If 
we relate correctly to God (the first three), our family (the fourth), and ourselves (the fifth), 
then it necessarily flows out from that foundation that we related well with our neighbors in 



deepening and widen circles of restored, caring relationships of divine mercy and love.   
 
We love because God first loved us.  
 
Ripples.   
 
This year we engage a stewardship campaign where we mobilize support to fund our mission 
and ministry that lies ahead in 2021.  This is truly a weird year to do that.  It’s a year of 
COVID.  For us it’s a year of not being in our church building.  A year where the actions 
and activities of being the Church look different.  For some of us, in honest reflections, it 
looks absent.  A still pond on an early morning.  We are at rest.   
 
But it is an important practice for me to take note what I have really lost, what is the same, 
and what I have gained.  And in reality, little has changed about our ability to be the Church.  
Nothing is stopping us from loving, caring, and acting in the world towards God, our 
families, ourselves, and our neighbors. We cannot do it in the same ways…. But we can do 
it.  We are still serving in the food pantry.  We are still feeding people in meals on Thursday 
nights.  We are still gathering for bible studies, providing times to meet new people and 
nurture a sense of belonging in community bigger than ourselves.  We are still the church – 
in motion! And we are still the church acting on the world to bring out about change and 
loving transformation.  And if we are not?  We better get started!  
 
One of the critiques the church is often guilty of is talking about ideas… and not doing 
them.  We need to learn not to say “we are an inviting and welcoming church” and actually 
be… you know… inviting people.  Welcoming people.  Helping people to belong.  We say 
we are an engaged community in downtown Boise. But those words on letterhead mean 
nothing if we aren’t actually engaging our communities… in Boise, Eagle, Meridian… 
wherever we find ourselves.  To recall yet again our text: if we say we love God, we have to 
do that by loving our neighbors.  Teaching, learning, feeding, housing, listening, caring, 
restoring… this is the walk of faith and none of it involves a building.   
 
We can say that in a different way with the words of writer and theologian Diana Butler 
Bass: “Salvation is always about connection.  It’s always about the kind of healing that 
spreads out into relationships, into the world, into community.  This whole idea of individual 
salvation is so against the grain of the wisdom of the Bible that it sort of takes my 
theological breath away… salvation is connection.  It is restoration. It is wholeness.” 
 
Friends, we are called to be ripples of divine love.  We are called to love by the God who 
first loved us.  We are called to start something!   
 
This is the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
   
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 694                                   Great God of Every Blessing                                       AURELIA 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                         May the Words of My Mouth                                Melvin West 
 

May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

--Psalm 19:14 
 
Postlude                                                  Choral in E Major                                    Joseph Jongen                        

 
 
 

Leading Worship  
Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla Ryan Dye, Minister of Music Elizabeth Kukla, Liturgist 

 
Chancel Ensemble Choir 
Micaela Hulsey  Heather Dye    Anne Marie Boyd 
Veronica Blake  David Le    Colin Cho 
Erik Noyce 

 



 


