
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for September 13, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                                          Voluntary in G                                             John James 
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                                       Cause Me to Hear             Melvin West 

Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the morning, for in Thee do I trust. 
Cause me to know the way wherein I shall walk, for I lift up my soul to Thee. 

--Psalm 143:8 
 
Call to Worship (adapted from Exodus 15) 

Give praise to God!  
Praise the Lord, for it is God who saves 
It is God who forgives and God who delivers.  
Give thanks and praise to the Lord our God! 

 
*Hymn 620                          Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven                       LAUDA ANIMA 

(insert on next page) 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise


 



Prayer of Confession  
Gracious and loving God, you lived for us—we have not lived for you.  You have 

forgiven us—we have not forgiven others.  You have loved us—we have not loved 
ourselves nor have we loved one another.  May your heart be ever moved to compassion for 
us – and may that continue to transform our hearts to do for others as you have done for us.  
Help us to forgive.  Help us to live for you.  Help us to love.  O Lord, have mercy on us…  

(Silence)   …Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your 
grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Anthem                                                    Esto Les Digo                                           Kinley Lange 
 

Where two or three are gathered in My name, there will I be also. 
--Matthew 18:19-20 

 
Prayer for Illumination  

Holy God, your Word is strong and leads our feet to your holy dwelling place.  
strengthen and guide us with your Word through the power of your Holy Spirit; Amen. 

 
Listen to the Word: Matthew 18:21–35 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the 
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came 
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 



Reflection on the Word and Life: “The For (Giving) Tree” 
The first part of this text is well known… and well preached.  This message of Jesus to Peter 
sits at the core of our Christian ethics: “forgiven one another”.  How many times: “all the 
times!” In fact, its common to say that Jesus’ response to Peter – seven times seven times… 
meant “without end” or “don’t even keep track… just keep forgiving”.  And we preach that 
message because it is radical, it is good, and its potentially transformative of much of the 
hurt in the world.  As the saying goes… an eye for an eye will leave us all blind.  We must 
stop cycles of hurt, violence, and destruction.  End of story.  The teaching is clear: 
forgiveness is the order of every day for the follower of Jesus.   
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Or… is it?  
 
It turns out that is not where our reading ended.  Jesus doesn’t stop with ‘seven times seven 
times’.  (Say that that seven times really fast!) He then moves into a parable – his typical 
mode of teaching – that gives us larger context to his understanding of forgiveness.  A 
parable… that we often spend significantly less time exploring.  Why is that?  They are a 
single teaching moment.  Breaking the parable off from the imperative to forgive makes no 
sense from a any understanding of what it means to be a good student.  We don’t stop 
listening halfway through.  I think part of it is…that we really don’t like the ending.  The 
“king” (which we presume is God) in the story ends up judging and condemning, punishing, 
and torturing… the king is angry and acts out his anger.  And my sense is we don’t like that, 
we don’t agree with that, so we don’t do anything with it.  We stop reading or engaging.   
 
It might be that we think we are doing that to protect ourselves from that angry and 
seemingly vindictive God.  It might be that we think are protecting God from being seen 
that way.  But I have a sense that we have done a very big disservice to what forgiveness 
means when we refused to plumb the depths of the full teaching.  Our desire to be protected 
from the messy realness of the parable in fact gave us a rather hollow and problematic vision 
forgiveness.  But… let me first digress. 
 
Let’s talk forgiveness for a moment.  I am firmly on board with forgiveness as a central 
Christian virtue.  I think its essential.  I believe Jesus models it on the cross, in his life, and 
he does so in order that we too will live that forgiveness to the world.  But… let us also be 
clear.  If the church gets up and tells a battered spouse, it is imperative for them to forgive 
their spouse… we become part of the abuse.  I was reading an article this week from a 
licensed therapist who works with people who suffered trauma and she says she will never 
use the word forgiveness in her work.  “Understand that if a person comes in and finds that 
the word “forgiveness” resonates, I do not discourage it. We roll with it. But often people 
struggle with this word, and rightfully so. They do not want to imply what happened to them 
was in any way OK. They don’t want to excuse the perpetrator’s behavior. They feel the 
perpetrator is not deserving of forgiveness. The worst thing I can do as a therapist is to talk 
people out of the way they feel.”  (Anastasia Pollock, Why I Don’t Use the Word 
‘Forgiveness’ in Trauma Therapy)  



And its not only talking them out of the way they feel… it’s the way this sense of exemplary 
and imperative forgiveness is talked about that makes us think we “forgive and forget”.  But 
as a victim one should not ever be told to forget what was done to you – and one should 
never feel compelled to stay in a place that isn’t safe because “they are just supposed to 
forgive the behavior”.  Forgiveness is about restoring relationship. Forgiveness is about 
choosing relationship over righteousness.  Forgiveness is about resurrection out of a place of 
death.  The cross isn’t the point of Jesus death… the empty tomb is the purpose.  If 
forgiveness puts you in the tomb – then it is misdirected, toxic, and abusive. And while 
forgiveness necessarily involves risk n vulnerability, in giving up the power to hold fault 
against someone, and in willingness to try again and hope for a different result… forgiveness 
should not be willingly subjecting ourselves to unending abuse.  When God forgives us, it is 
because God wants to renew a life-giving relationship with us and set aside a justice and 
purity mindset that expects we are perfect.  In this way forgiveness is restorative, and 
transformative. But what if there is no hope for that?   
 
Look again at our Parable.  The king forgives the debt of the slave who cannot pay.  The 
king decides to turn the “grave” of debtors prison into an opportunity to for new life.  The 
grace and forgiveness of restored opportunity is given… and the slave goes out free.  But 
where the king sees this gift as exemplary – and example to be followed – the slave lacks any 
sense of lived gratitude.  His own behavior is not impacted at all by the forgiveness.  He acts 
with petty vindictiveness to the one in the same situation he was just in, he acts without 
empathy and compassion and he condemns the next debtor to the very grave he was just 
saved from by his master and lord.  The forgiven one is still living the grave... and not the 
resurrection.   
 
So?  The forgiveness never happened. Perhaps the king knows that when the receiver of 
grace wants nothing of grace… the result will be tragic.  If he cares and the other does not… 
than abuse is the inevitable conclusion.  So the king takes back the unreceived gift of grace.  
Not so much, I think, because the king didn’t forgive – but because the forgiveness was 
denied by the one who refused to be transformed by it and so the grace simply enabled 
destructive behaviors.  If forgiveness doesn’t lead to restoration and abundant life – than it 
isn’t the virtue we imagine it to be.   
  
So, we come back to our dilemma about the trouble of not holding the command to forgive 
in the context of this story… a story that nuances our forgiveness in themes of restoration, 
renewal, and transformed living.  Forgiveness may always be given but it isn’t always 
received – and forgiveness cannot be a one-sided relationship… because its very point was 
in restoring relationship.   
 
Forgiveness is, indeed, the core of the gospel.  It is the good news that our chains are gone, 
and we are free.  But for that to be true we must hold the very act of forgiveness – giving 
and receiving – to the highest of standards.  There is no cheap grace, there is no hollow 
forgiveness. Every act of forgiveness is weighed as the miracle of resurrection born anew.  
That is an immense gift and a wide-ranging responsibly.  The forgiven party is making a 
commitment to have their life infused with the grace of that act and to let that cup overflow.  



Anything less?  Is to condemn ourselves and those around us to the torture of an unending 
grave…  
 
So let us hear Jesus call to forgiveness – by all means as many times as it takes, for it is an 
important and essential part of our walk in the way of Jesus Christ.  But let us not deny 
ourselves the boundaries of self-care.  We must wield this awesome and miraculous power in 
transformative ways and not denude it of meaning as if forgiveness can simply be tossed 
about like candy.  It requires mutual agreement, internal work to give and receive grace, and 
commitment to re-newed behaviors that we hold ourselves accountable to in our daily lives.   
 
The world needs that level of forgiveness… just as the world needs a people who will not 
tolerate abuse, toxic disregard, and unyielding righteousness.  The world needs it, God call 
for it, and we crave it.  So, let it be so. Amen.   
   

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 772                                               Live into Hope                      TRURO 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                         May the Words of My Mouth                                Melvin West 
 

May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

--Psalm 19:14 
 
Postlude                                                  Voluntary in D                                            John Stanley 
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