
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for September 20, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view on fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise.  
 
Prelude      Rhosymedre      R. Vaughan Williams                                          
  
Welcome  
This is the day the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
Choral Introit          Cause Me to Hear          Melvin West 
 
Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the morning, for in Thee do I trust. 
Cause me to know the way wherein I shall walk, for I lift up my soul to Thee. 

Psalm 143:8 
 
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 105) 

Give thanks to God who spread a cloud for a covering and gave fire to light the night! 
Who opened the rock and water gushed forth and flowed through the desert sands. 
Seek the Lord and the strength only God can give, a presence that continually abides. 
We will remember the wonderful works God has done, the miracles, 
and the judgments God made. 
Let us worship God! 
 

*Hymn 307     God of Grace and God of Glory     CWM RHONDDA  
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Prayer of Confession  
Lord God, like our ancestors before us, we complain when things do not  
go our own way. We want abundance of everything rather than what is sufficient 
to sustain us. We would rather be elsewhere than where we are at the moment.  
When things do not go our way we ask, where are you? We would rather you serve  
us than be accountable ourselves. You gave manna and quail to those before us,  
yet we still doubt you will be there for us. Forgive our lack of trust in your goodness and 
grant us forgiveness, we humbly pray. O Lord have mercy on us… (Silence) Forgive us, O 
God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, Amen. 

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace. 

 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  

The Time for Children is available as YouTube link, rather than part of the live-stream service, 
and can be found here: https://youtu.be/Pua5DMb-0eQ 

 
Anthem        Ubi Caritas Pastoralis       Craig Courtney 
 
Where charity and love are, there God is.  The love of Christ has gathered us into one flock.  Let us exult and in 
Him be joyful.  Let us fear and let us love the living God.  And from a sincere heart let us love each other and Him. 
    
Prayer for Illumination  

Merciful God, in this moment of stillness, wash us clean of our presumptions. Receive us as 
your weary children. Then, by the power of your Spirit, bless us with a word that revives, for 
we pray in the name of Jesus, your living Word. Amen. 

Listen to the Word    
 
Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went 
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here 
idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
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going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 
But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 
me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 
last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs 
to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

 
Reflection on the Word and Life – Can You Live by Grace? 

As we begin our journey into this parable, we need to look at the end of the previous 
chapter where the story begins, and the context of grace is established. Remember the 
rich young man who asked Jesus what it took to have eternal life; what actions he 
needed in his life to assure he had earned it? 
 

As he affirmed with Jesus that he followed the Commandments of God, he was anxious 
to know if that was enough. Was there more to earning eternal life? Of course, Jesus had 
a most difficult answer: sell all you have and give it to those in need. Not what the 
young man had expected! The rich young man walked away feeling overwhelmed. 
 

The disciples wondered out loud if this man couldn’t be saved by his spiritual discipline, 
who could be? Peter, of course, stepped in with the thoughts that each of them had; 
what would they be rewarded for leaving their families and lives? To be honest, they 
were wondering what was in it for them?! Jesus, with love and patience for his disciples, 
moves into a parable around this issue of rewards. It is a parable in which those who 
worked all day were upset precisely because they didn’t feel they got what they deserved. 
Jesus’ focus was on grace, the grace of God, not on the money. 
 

The parable of Jesus’ is a troubling scenario for sure. In so many ways, this story is 
countercultural for us. We immediately tune into the “work/wage” theme. There were three 
sets of workers – the early crew, the noon crew and the at-the-bell crew – all agreed to the 
terms of their work. It was either the “daily wage” or “what is right.” That is the clue. When 
the latecomers were paid the daily wage, it raised the hopes of those who had worked the full 
day. To say that they were disappointed at the outcome was an understatement. What was 
most unusual is that they dared to express their discontent over the master’s generosity to 
the others. 
 

They tried and failed to bargain for a better wage. It might be said that they were in it for all 
they could get. Perhaps they were thinking that they were better than the lazy people that 
had come later and last? Bottom line? They didn’t like to be put on equal standing. And in 
the end their spirits were not very grace-filled.  
 



Growing up in the mid-west of “German” parents, I was well trained to be in charge of my 
successes. The mantra went something like this: If you work hard enough, you can 
accomplish anything. There are no free handouts. A college education guarantees a stable 
lifestyle. You will get paid what you are worth – hard work will get you better pay. What 
were those with which you were raised? 
 

Things bumped along just fine for most of us until the year 2020. Suddenly what most of us 
knew to be true has been turned up-side-down. As a culture, we have been confronted with 
the themes of justice, inequality, medical ethics, job, food and housing insecurity, and unrest 
on all levels. The pandemic has played an instrumental role in bringing our normalcy to a 
screeching halt on all levels. A life that we have made for ourselves is being re-formatted and 
insecurity abounds. Our perspective on both how to live personally and how to be responsible 
to the gospel call to love our neighbors is being re-formed, or at the very least re-visited. I often 
wonder if God is calling us back to the basics.  
 

Back to the vineyard… Just what is Jesus teaching here? What divine principles can we cull 
from Jesus’ parable that are apropos for our journey to reevaluate what is most important in 
life, faith, and culture? 
 

Above all we see that GOD IS SOVEREIGN, that God acts as God wishes. God chooses 
to operate by grace and treat everyone equally. Simple as that! Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous? 
  

It is God who chooses. God will show mercy on anyone God chooses. We cannot work our 
way into God’s mercy – laboring hard and long. God chooses US! The beauty of this is that 
it is not because God cannot get along without us but that we cannot get along in life 
without God. Can you live with this grace and love that is not “earned”? How 
countercultural is that!? We don’t earn our way into God’s love and acceptance. Rather, we 
are called to receive this incredible gift of grace. 
 

We also witness that GOD IS SENSITIVE. The vineyard owner didn’t take back the wages 
when the laborers complained. He didn’t challenge an ungrateful heart. God is like that. We 
can moan and complain, cast aspersions on others, but in the end, God is there for us and is 
generous with love and grace. God is both accepting and gracious. 
 

“Can you live by God’s grace?” 
 

GOD IS SEARCHING. “For the kingdom of God is like a landowner who went out early 
in the morning…”  God doesn’t wait around for us to choose to believe or to work hard 
enough to keep the commandments to be loved. Instead we have a God that goes after us. It 
doesn’t matter if we respond early in life, in mid-life or late in the day. It is all the same to 
God who has reached out a grace-filled hand, calling us into the kingdom. 
 

So, where do we stand today? How do we make the leap of faith that God loves everyone? 
Are we called to re-evaluate what we believe to be cultural truths and make room for God’s 
truth? 
 

It may be easy to personally respond to God’s call by grace, the challenge is to live by that 
grace. 



 
*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
http://www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community 

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 649      Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound              NEW BRITAIN  
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Response        May the Words of My Mouth       Melvin West  
 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
                             Psalm 19:14 
 
Postlude     God of Grace and God of Glory      Paul Manz    
 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Ruth Hicks 
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Benjamin Blumberg, Liturgist 
 
Chancel Ensemble Choir 
Micaela Hulsey, Heather Dye, David Le, Colin Cho, Erik & Veronika Noyce 
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