
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Third Sunday of Lent 

March 7, 2021 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 

This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                                Have Mercy on Me, O Lord              J. S. Bach    
 

Welcome                                  This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

Choral Introit                       God Is Calling through the Whisper                    Polish Carol 
 

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 19) 
Heaven is declaring God’s glory;  the sky is proclaiming God’s handiwork. 
One day gushes the news to the next,  
And one night informs another what needs to be known.  
Their sound extends throughout the world; their words reach the ends of the earth! 
Let us join creation in worship before the Lord our God. 

 

* Hymn 846                                   Fight the Good Fight                DUKE STREET 
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Prayer of Confession  
Merciful God, we are fickle, tossed to and fro on the tides of consumerist self-

satisfaction.  We satisfy our whims and overindulge ourselves with lack of restraint.  We put 
our relationships at risk as we seek to commit to others only when its convenient or 
interesting.  Make us lie down in green pastures, Lord, that we may be set straight by your 
steadfast love.  Turn us away from cycles of destructive behavior and heal our relationships 
with ourselves, our neighbors, and with you.  O Lord, have mercy on us…    (Silence, 
followed by:)  Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace 
and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  
Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are only sinners goes 
too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap.  The 
good news is that we are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 

Anthem                                         O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts                         Allen O. Gibbs 
O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, fount of life and our true light, 
We seek the peace your love imparts, and stand rejoicing in your sight. 
Adoramus te, Domine. 
 

Fo you our restless spirits yearn where e'er our changing lot is cast; 
Glad when your presence we discern, blest, when our faith can hold you fast. 
Adoramus te, Domine. 
 

O Jesus, ever with us stay; make all our moments calm and bright; 
Oh, turn the dark of night away, shed o'er the world your holy light. 
Adoramus te, Domine. 

        - Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)  
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Holy Spirit of God, let the words of my mouth and the mediations of our hearts be 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 



Reflection on the Word and Life: “Rethink” Fourth in the series “The 8 Rs of Resurrection” 
 
Brain Rules, by John Medina is one of my favorite books of all time.  I had to read it for a 
class on teaching theory and I use its wisdom for everything.  It is filled with such wisdom as 
the brain’s need for exercise, the fiction of “multitasking”, the value of a good night sleep 
and the destructive power of stress on the brain.  One of the small pieces of learning that 
caught me up right from the beginning was his observation that the brain remembers things 
best in the same environment in which it is learned.   
 
Medina as a developmental molecular biologist wanted to apply actual peer reviewed science 
to the educational process.  His book draws on only peer reviewed scientific research to try 
to get rid of well repeated myths and establish good crossover points of science behind the 
learning process.  What we do with that is on us!  
 
He observes that memory is coded in our brains in a way that it is easier to access those 
memories and learnings in a similar environment to where we learned it.  This is actually a 
stinging rebuke of most of our educational process… and of most of our life in the church.  
We spend most of our faith formation time in an environment that looks and feels nothing 
like the places where you live, work, school, and play.  In our education we all too often 
create sterile, inside environments… little movement, engagement of less sense, and 
removed from everyday life.   
 
This put things in place for me when I first read that… because one of my struggles was why 
every time I went in a Sunday school room it seemed that most of us had forgotten what we 
were working on the week before… the lessons and the a-ha moments had all evarporated.  
But… really, of course they did.  Nothing layered on those learnings all week long, nothing 
reinforced and repeated those a-ha’s the next day, and nothing about where we discovered it 
was recognizable to the other 166 hours of our week.  If you worship and do one bible study 
or class a week… that is 2 hours a week.  Let’s pretend for a moment that you are a diligent 
in self-care and get 8 hours of sleep a week.  That means that your intentional faith 
formation is 1.7 % of your waking hours.  And that is if you attend every week.  1.7% of 
your life spent in the worst environment possible for making it actually transform the way 
you think and act in your daily life.   
 
For this reason, Jesus tells his discipleship that they must pick up the cross daily and follow 
him.  Faith formation needs to be a daily process of engaged learning and action in our lives.   
 
For this reason, Paul reminds us that the cross is unintelligible to those who are rooted in 
the “wisdom of the world”.  We do think differently.  There are values that our lives are 
meant to preach in the visible choices and actions we take in the world.  Our formation is 
intended to take seriously the call to make our life be like the life of Christ.  And that 
requires learning, reinforcing, practicing, and living in a certain way.  We “rethink” our lives 
in the light of the cross and the steadfast love of God that teaches us how be a neighbor and 
how to engage our neighbors.   
 



We cannot simply imagine that faith formation happens here in this Sanctuary… or a 
classroom in this building.  It happens primarily at the dinner table… in family text strings… 
and in a board room.  It happens everywhere we are called upon to make a choice that 
reflects life over death, recreation over competition, interconnective communal 
responsibility over independence. It happens day in and day out in ways we have to be 
reflective of and in ways we are daily re-membered as we remember our way of life formed 
in the faith of Jesus Christ.   
 
This is what it means to be discipled and disciple others in the way of Christ.  So as we 
reduce and refuse to eliminate the clutter and confusion in our lives… we are granted the 
opportunity to think differently about our choices moving forward.  We make our life a 
living testimony to the good news we personally experience and share in the world of what it 
means to followers of Christ and how the enriches our lives and the lives of those around us.   
 
And if we are not doing that… why are we here?   
 
I do not think you have to be Christian to be a good person.   
I do not think you have to be a Christian to be an ethical (reflective of what is good) person. 
I do not think you have to be a Christian to be responsibly engaged on behalf of everyone 
else in the world because their “good” is your “good”. 
 
But I do believe if you are going to say you are a Christian… you do have to do all those 
things.  This is how we think differently than the world around us.  Not differently from 
everyone… but certainly differently from the norm.  So in this space of wilderness and 
solitude… how are you being invited to reshape the way you think about your life in order 
that it be a deeper and wider testimony to the life of Christ?   
 
This is the Word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
 
 
 
 



*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 
 Invitation to the Table  

 
Communion Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
 Words of Institution / Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 
Prayer of Dedication 

 
* Hymn 773                                   Heaven Shall Not Wait         HEAVEN SHALL NOT WAIT 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Response                    God Be with You Till We Meet Again    Ralph Vaughan Williams  
 
Postlude                                            Praeludium in G Minor                  Nicholas Bruhns                              

 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Rev. Dr. Ruth Hicks 
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music  Luann Fife, Pianist     
Kristin Olson, Liturgist   Chancel Choir 
 

  
 



 


