
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
First Sunday in Advent 

Online Worship for November 29, 2020 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                        Sleepers Awake, A Voice is Calling                                 J. S. Bach 
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                           O Word, that Goest Forth on High                     Robert Lehman 
 
Advent Candle Lighting 

Thus says the LORD, our Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:  
I will make a way.  I set aside those who conquer by sword and shield.  I will create a path 
through might waters. I will set my Spirit upon you to bring good news, proclaim liberty, and 
comfort all those who mourn.  I will make you repairers of the breach.  

 
How long, O Lord, how long must we wait to see your justice roll down like waters.  How 
long must we yearn for your tender mercy to break from on high? 

 
Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so will I cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 
nations. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise


Let it be with us, according to your will, O Lord.  We wait.  We watch.  We long for the 
advent of a new world, and we look to the horizons for your coming glory, a glory full of 
grace and truth. 

 
We light this candle for hope.   

 
A hope that is a deep hunger for healing and our yearning for the day of the Lord. The day 
where all shall be full, all shall be whole, and shall experience the justice and righteousness of 
the abundant life God intends for all creation.   
 

*Hymn 82                                 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                            HYFRYDOL 
 

 



Prayer of Confession  
God, even in this season of Advent, we confess that you can seem far away.  You are 

hidden when we need you near. In our hurt, doubt, and fear, we do not try to draw closer to 
you; instead, we lash out—against you, our neighbor, even those we love.  Forgive us, we 
pray, and come to save us!  Let your face shine until our tears are dried, our sins are faded, 
and our hope is restored.  After all, we belong to you, and in your hands, we can be made 
new. O Lord, have mercy on us…  

(Silence, followed by:)   Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may 
boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Anthem                                             O Come, Emmanuel                                Elaine Hagenberg 

Melissa Wilson, cello 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Gracious God, heaven and earth will pass away, but your words will not pass away: Your 
Word stands forever.  May our generation be attentive so that, by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, we remember your ways and gladly do right, meeting you wherever and whenever you 
appear. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: Revelation 21:1-7 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with 
them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne 
said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water 
of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be 
my children.  
 

Reflection on the Word and Life: “Hungering for Healing”  
 First in an Advent Series on “One Day More: the Advent of a New World”  
 
*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  



We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 97                                   Watchmen, Tell us of the Night                         ABERYSTWYTH 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                                      An Advent Carol                                   Robert Lehman 
 

 
Postlude                             Choral Fantasia on From Heaven Above               Johann Pachelbel                                    
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