
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for June 21, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 10:45 a.m. on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
For this service you have the printed bulletin resource to walk you through worship with 
accompanying YouTube links for pre-recorded video content. We are glad you are “here” with us! 
Feel free to give us a shout-out to tell us you worshiped by emailing Pastor Andrew at 
mailto:andrew@fpcboise.org and “signing in” for worship.  
 
Prelude        Prelude in D      Edouard Silas  
 Link - https://youtu.be/NmoZO5P98Ec 
 
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Link - https://youtu.be/GYMmVmlSOrY 

 
Call to Worship  

God cares for us completely and calls for our total commitment.  
Christ gave his life that we might live and calls us to give our lives to him.  
Through Christ we have died to sin; in Christ we are fully alive to God.  
Come, let us worship God. 
 

*Hymn 372     O for a World     AZMON  
 Link - https://youtu.be/jdXFTJBZ1t4 
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Prayer of Confession  

Calling God, you have given us a way and word to guide us.  You called us by name and 
made us your disciples that we may be instruments of your grace and love in the world.  Yet 
we crave our comfort more than your vision of justice.  We compromise the ideals of your 
kin-dom in the world to protect our power and prosperity.  We water down your call of 
discipleship and remove its cost on our life.  God, forgive us.   Lord, have mercy on us… 
(Silence) Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and 
love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Assurance of God’s Grace  
Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are sinners goes too 
far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap. Jesus 
died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for you. The 
good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
 Link - https://youtu.be/Lrz8oWJMLvE 
 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  

Link - https://youtu.be/rmpJDUENgBk 
 
Anthem       He Will Hold Me Fast       Matt Merker  Heather Dye, soprano 

Link - https://youtu.be/XNnFORjeZj4 
 
Prayer and Scripture reading:  

Link - https://youtu.be/XaIwSWHJ3wM 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
O God, you have the power to make a desert a place of renewal and a cross a sign of 
redemption. Send your Holy Spirit so that we can hear you and entrust ourselves completely 
to you, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Listen to the Word: Matthew 10:24-39 
24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a servant above the master; 25it is enough for the 
disciple to be like the teacher, and the servant like the master. If they have called the master 
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 26“So have 
no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret 
that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you 
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not 
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows. 32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before 
others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before 
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34“Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to 
set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37Whoever 
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  
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Reflection on the Word and Life: “Discomfort”  
Link - https://youtu.be/q0sZLXbwo34 

 
This is not a top-10 kind of scripture.  This lesson bristles and offends. We prefer Jesus to 
talk about rest, comfort, and restoration.  This text? This is Jesus looking us in the face and 
telling us that we have some serious work to do.  Jesus reminds us of three main things in 
this lesson – and none of them come off reassuring:    

 
First, we aren’t God.  We aren’t the master.  We aren’t the teacher… and we never will be.  
We are students.  We are those learning to be like Jesus… a journey we will never finish.  
This is important – it reminds us of our role in the relationship.  We aren’t ever the master, 
we approximate Jesus to the best we can giving witness to our struggles as the student God 
is calling to the lesson we need to learn for the sake of the world. We are always sharing 
what we are learning, and never what we know for certain.  This is our place in the order of 
things: students and servants not teachers and masters.   
 
Second, the learning is going to be rough.  Jesus basically says, “I come to bring you 
discomfort, and bring such abundantly.”  This isn’t a one a done posture for Jesus. He 
comes from a long line of prophets… those like Elijah who are named the “troubler of 
Israel”.  His job is literally to make us uncomfortable with all the ways we have settled for 
less than justice, less than righteousness, less than the kin-dom of God on Earth.  And we 
are not living into our calling and being faithful disciples if we do not similarly become 
“troublers”. Those who shout, harangue, and shine bright lights on issues of justice and 
righteousness.  Those who commit to dismantling the systems that prevent a more just, 
more loving, more equitably diverse approximation of God’s kin-dom vision for all creation. 
No.  The path will not be easy – and the learning will always be rough.   
 
And lastly, Jesus warns us that this means people aren’t going to like us.  People are going to 
revile us – call us names and turn against us.  Our own families will turn against us.  It isn’t 
the people we don’t like that will hurt.  Its those who we love that will turn on us and make 
our witness truly excruciating.  And this is all part of our calling.  Jesus paints no pretty 
pictures.  Jesus offers us no comfort.  Jesus says… get ready to lose your life, this is the only 
way to gain the life of the world.  
 
We have just seen this in our own “backyard”.  Boise City Council member Lisa Sanchez 
took up the role of being a justice-minded troubler of Boise.  She called out issues of racial 
injustice and the comfortable (and hurtful) silence of supposed allies in the movement of 
justice.  You know what happened?  She got verbally and very personally attacked in the 
public conversation – not on the merits of her argument.  People literally called her out on 
her physical appearance.  People called her out on her personal life choices.  People called 
her out as a racist for not bowing her head and keeping quiet.  Why did we do these things? 
It wasn’t to win an argument they didn’t even engage.  It was to discredit her, to malign her, 
and to discount her testimony so we didn’t have to believe it could be true.  We didn’t want 
to listen… so we didn’t have to be troubled.  Lisa modeled discipleship.  And she got just 
what Jesus warned us about… but where were we?  

https://youtu.be/q0sZLXbwo34


 
The Church doesn’t have a great reputation when it comes to risking comfort for justice.  
We aren’t big on the upturning the status quo… and risking the displeasure of our friends 
and family for the sake of a world that more closely reflects God’s intentions for all 
humanity… for all creation.  And we preachers are right at the top of the list with worries 
about budgets and buildings and metrics of “success”.  We worry less about pleasing God 
than running an approved and successful business we just happen to call “the Church”.  
 
My favorite philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, takes this head on in his journals:  
“The matter is quite simple. The Bible is very easy to understand. But we Christians are a 
bunch of scheming swindlers. We pretend to be unable to understand it because we know 
very well that the minute we understand we are obliged to act accordingly. Take any words in 
the New Testament and forget everything except pledging yourself to act accordingly. My 
God, you will say, if I do that my whole life will be ruined. How would I ever get on in this 
world? Herein lies the real place of Christian scholarship. Christian scholarship is the 
Church’s prodigious invention to defend itself against the Bible, to ensure that we can 
continue to be good Christians without the Bible coming too close. Oh, priceless 
scholarship, what would we do without you? Dreadful it is to fall into the hands of the living 
God. Yes, it is even dreadful to be alone with the New Testament.” 
 
(he continues) I open the New Testament and read: ‘If you want to be perfect, then sell all 
your goods and give to the poor and come follow me.’ Good God, if we were to actually do 
this, all the capitalists, the officeholders, and the entrepreneurs, the whole society in fact, 
would be almost beggars! We would be sunk if it were not for Christian scholarship! Praise 
be to everyone who works to consolidate the reputation of Christian scholarship, which 
helps to restrain the New Testament, this confounded book which would one, two, three, 
run us all down if it got loose (that is, if Christian scholarship did not restrain it)… I have 
wanted to make people aware and to admit that I find the New Testament very easy to 
understand, but thus far I have found it tremendously difficult to act literally upon what it so 
plainly says.” 
 
Friends.  We have work to do.  I have work to do.  Work to not water down the prophetic 
call of Christ.  Work to repeat loudly what the still small voice of God is whispering in my 
ear.  Work to learn the lesson God is trying to teach through the voices of people we have 
grown used to ignoring for the sake of our own comfort.  We have work to do.  We have to 
listen to those who would pop the balloons we live in to protect our comfort and privilege 
that stands in the way of justice.  We have scripture to follow, a vision to make real, and God 
to lead us – but we have to be willing.  Willing to place our lives in the hands of the living 
God.  The Troubler of status quo.  So… are we ready?  Are we willing?  Jesus is calling.  Will 
we go?   
      
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

Link - https://youtu.be/EZZEAtWE32Q 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 373     O Day of Peace     JERUSALEM  
 Link - https://youtu.be/o_OWGSqJZ7g 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 Link - https://youtu.be/Rm7UIzGiQII 
 
Postlude        Rigaudon     Gordon Young  

Link - https://youtu.be/rMtCxDEGPu8 
 

 
 
 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music   
Heather Dye, Vocalist 
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