
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Transfiguration Sunday 

Online Worship for February 14, 2021 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 

This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                                          Prelude on a Welsh Tune                              arr. Carlo Curley 
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                      God Is Calling through the Whisper           Polish Carol 
 
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 30) 

O Lord, our God, we cry to you and you restore our health.   
Our healer washes us in the waters of baptism, 
cleanses us from all that enslaves, and gives us peace. 
O Lord, our God, we will give you thanks forever. 
Let us worship the Lord with word and deed.  
 

*Hymn 366                             Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                 HYFRYDOL 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Church/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Z3TBM5G9/fpcboise.org
file:///C:/Users/Church/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Z3TBM5G9/facebook.com/fpcboise
https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise
file:///C:/Users/Church/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/Z3TBM5G9/facebook.com/fpcboise


 



 
Prayer of Confession  

Merciful God, we confess that without you, we are not whole.  Forgive our foolish 
ways, reform our prideful selves, make us listen to the way of peace, remove from us the 
disbelief to which we cling.  You are the One who liberates with a word and nourishes us 
with your own bruised body.  Give us thankful hearts as we come to the waters of life with 
trust and hope.  O Lord, have mercy on us…  (Silence, followed by:)   Forgive us, O God, 
and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, Amen.  

 

Assurance of God’s Grace  
Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are only sinners goes 
too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap.  The 
good news is that we are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 

Anthem                                                   God of the Deep                                          Dan Forrest                                  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
Give us ears, O God, to hear your word beyond our own expectations.  Let your Holy Spirit 
infuse us with insight, in the light of your continued Epiphany in our midst.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: Mark 9:2-9 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only 
Jesus.  As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 
Reflection on the Word and Life: “Blind Spots”  

 
This is Transfiguration Sunday.  Transfiguration Sunday is always observed the last Sunday 
before Lent just as Christ the King Sunday is always the last Sunday before Advent.  Right 
before we enter longer seasons of penitence, preparation, and stance of anticipatory 
attention to the orientation of our lives we celebrate these big Sunday’s of awe, holiness, and 
mystery.  It is as if the wonder of these inexplicable moments before God revealed in all 
God’s glory awes us – humbles us – for the journey that is to come.  They are culminations 
the seasons the counting time before them but also gateways in the quiet seasons of 
reflection after them.  They are, in sum – a mountain top experience.   
 



We gather with Peter, James, and John on the pinnacle of earth at the point it meets heaven 
and we stand as mute witnesses before the majesty of Christ revealed in all his glory… and 
then we, what?  We stammer.  We prevaricate.  We fumbled for something concrete to do 
that might make sense of that which in unintelligible to us: “Um… should we make some 
booths for you?  Like… yah… some dwelling places.  Maybe a fishing hut over here… wait, 
no… no water here… crazy Peter, what am I even talking about.” 
 
Peter is clueless.  And really, so are we.   
 
There is an intriguing aspect of Mark’s Gospel and his particular placement of 
Transfiguration story here in chapter 9 and the phrase on his way down, “tell no one about 
this until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.”  They don’t know what they have 
seen.  They don’t understand this comment about when they can to give full witness to what 
just happened.  And this is parrelled by what is happening throughout chapters 8 and 9 of 
Mark’s Gospel. 
 
Four times in chapter 8 there are issues about seeing and perceiving: 
 

Mark 8: 11-12:  “The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, asking him for a 
sign from heaven, to test him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does 
this generation ask for a sign?” 
 
Mark 8:17b-18a: “Do you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts 
hardened? Do you have eyes, and fail to see?” 
 
Mark 8:22-25:  “Some people brought a blind man to him and begged him to touch 
him. He took the blind man by the hand… laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Can 
you see anything?” And the man looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look 
like trees, walking.” Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently 
and his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.” 
 
Mark 8:30-33: Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him.  Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering…  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
But… he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 
The overall message of this chapter is that no-one is actually seeing what is happening.  They 
are all the blind man.  And Jesus first actions in their lives only make them… sort of see.  
And then again we have four instances in chapter 9 of clear lack of understanding. 
 

Mark 9:17-20: “Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable 
to speak… and I asked your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so… And 
they brought the boy to Jesus. When the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the 
boy… his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 



 
Mark 9:31-32: “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill 
him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand 
what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.” 

 
Mark 9: 33-35: “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, 
called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.” 

 
Mark 9:38-40: ““Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; 
for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 
speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us.” 

 
Jesus disciples, those closest to him and those who possess all these extra teachings from 
everyone else… still don’t see; still don’t understand. 
 
And Jesus says to them: hold this all until the end.  Until the Son of Man rises from the 
death… and then… then you can share what you have seen here.  For many who study the 
Gospel of Mark this set of stories is the key to all of Mark’s Gospel.  And at the center of 
them I believe are the healing of the man who is blind, and the Transfiguration.  The man 
who is blind cannot be healed by a first pass.  It takes a second action and clear and intent 
focus in the second attempt and then he can see clearly.  And we… we too can’t really see 
what is going on… and we cannot understand fully what Jesus is telling us… until later.  
Only when Jesus story is complete among us in his resurrection will things start to fall into 
place.  And then – possessed of that experience we can revisit the matter of all the events in 
this story we clearly did not SEE correctly the first time.  Then... intently studying what we 
could not make out before, we might come to understand just who and what Jesus is – 
walking among us holy other and completely one of us, possessed with the power of heaven 
and the stuff of earth. 
 
We can only begin to comprehend this moment from a perceptive of hindsight.  For now, 
we are all quite blind to what is going on.  And that I think is the fascinating take away.  The 
blind spots these faithful disciples are living with – competitions for the greatest?  Chasing 
away others doing good work because they aren’t one of us?  Failing to hear and see all the 
signs around them while still requesting a sign.  And are we any more perceptive to our own 
faults and failings?  Are we any more honest with ourselves, with God?  Are we any more 
honest with each other about our values and hopes and dreams? Are we any more on board 
with suffering service rather than glorious fame?   
 
The key to Mark’s Gospel – if such it is, seems to lie not in what we understand but our 
willingness to keep trying, keep questioning, keep listening.  The key seems to be recognizing 
the limits of our own perception and filling them in with the voices, friends, and teachers 
who will help us to see what we cannot – even as we do the same for them.  Its 



accountability to practice what we preach, to live responsibility before one another, and to 
live in ways that draw others to love God more deeply and serve God more broadly.   
 
And we cannot do this work without a community of accountability because every one of is 
as blind and unperceiving as Peter and John… and as in need of help as everyone else 
around us.   
 
Who are three most perceptive people in these two chapters as a whole, setting Jesus aside?   
 
The man who is blind.  The father of the son who is tormented.  And the demon that 
torments. 
 
It is not the Pharisees… or the disciples… its not those who got to go to the mountain 
top… its those sitting in deep humility before the very real suffering in the world and open 
to the idea that there is no possible way to get out of this without assistance.  That we 
cannot do this alone.   
 
Who is helping you to see your blind spots?  How are you living such vulnerability before 
others?  And are you listening to the forces of accountiablity hoping to show you truths 
about yourself you have been avoiding for far too long.   
 
And are we.. in this liminal place of transfiguration on the door steps of the sackcloth and 
ashes of lent, prepared to allow ourselves to be humbled before the Lord, and penitently 
journey in a posture of openness to the suffering around us as we seek to incarnate the love 
we have received as a source of empowering and healing balm to the world?  This is the way 
of Jesus.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain, and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
Dedication of the Sheltered in Faith Campaign         Monica Kinney and John Hicks, co-chairs 
 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 



You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
* Hymn 547                          Go, My Children, with My Blessing                          AR HYD Y NOS 

 

*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response              God Be with You Till We Meet Again          Ralph Vaughan Williams                            
 

 
Postlude                                              Voluntary No. 10                                         William Russell 
 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Luann Fife, Pianist    Kristin Olson, Liturgist 

 

Chancel Ensemble Choir 
Micaela Hulsey  Heather Dye  Anne Marie Boyd  Veronica Noyce 
David Le   Colin Cho  Erik Noyce   Raydel Perez 
 

 
 
 
 



 


