
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Online Worship for May 24, 2020 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 10:45 a.m. on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
For this service you have the printed bulletin resource to walk you through worship with 
accompanying YouTube links for pre-recorded video content. We are glad you are “here” with us! 
Feel free to give us a shout-out to tell us you worshiped by emailing Pastor Andrew at 
andrew@fpcboise.org and “signing in” for worship.  
 
Prelude     Lord Jesus Christ, Turn Thou to Us     J. G. Walther 
  

Link - https://youtu.be/-T3hlRUn1S8 
 
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Link - https://youtu.be/WbmdBWdRNgI 

 
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 68)  

Let the righteous be joyful! Let them rejoice before the Lord. 
Let us all be jubilant with joy! 
Sing to God, all peoples of the world. Sing praises to God most high. 
From the sanctuary of heaven,  
God gives life and renews the face of the earth.  
Let us worship the Lord our God! 
 

*Hymn 716   God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending    BEACH SPRING  
  

Link - https://youtu.be/flJa1g_yjTY 
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Prayer of Confession  

God, from the beginning you have been a shepherd to your people.  You guide us, protect 
us, save us, and restore us.  And yet in troubling times it is easy to forget that.  Our anxiety 
overtakes us, our focus on all that is wrong clouds out the reassurance of your steadfast love. 
We become absorbed by our unmet needs and personal struggles. Calm our insecurities, and 
easy our burdens that we might be called back to a community of care and concern for the 
well-being of all your people.  Lord, have mercy on us… (Silence) Forgive us, O God, and 
move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are sinners goes too 
far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap. Jesus 
died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for you. The 
good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
 Link - https://youtu.be/_Ps-NIc-avk 
 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  

Link - https://youtu.be/KSymZtHTfQ0 
 
Anthem     Be Thou My Vision       arr. Richard Shephard  

Link - https://youtu.be/TTfppei2wNI 
 
Prayer and Scripture reading  

Link - https://youtu.be/oG3OXLJFrO4 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Spirit of Glory, Spirit of God, bless us with a word of life this day  to restore, support, and 
strengthen us as we seek to be one with you. Amen. 

Listen to the Word  
 

Daniel 8:23-27 
23At the end of their rule, when the transgressions have reached their full measure, a 

king of bold countenance shall arise, skilled in intrigue. 24He shall grow strong in power, shall 
cause fearful destruction, and shall succeed in what he does. He shall destroy the powerful 
and the people of the holy ones. 25By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his 
hand, and in his own mind he shall be great. Without warning he shall destroy many and 
shall even rise up against the Prince of princes. But he shall be broken, and not by human 
hands. 26The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is true. As for you, 
seal up the vision, for it refers to many days from now.” 27So I, Daniel, was overcome and 
lay sick for some days; then I arose and went about the king’s business. But I was dismayed 
by the vision and did not understand it. 
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Daniel 11:27-28, 31-36 

27The two kings, their minds bent on evil, shall sit at one table and exchange lies. But 
it shall not succeed, for there remains an end at the time appointed. 28He shall return to his 
land with great wealth, but his heart shall be set against the holy covenant. He shall work his 
will, and return to his own land.   

31Forces sent by him shall occupy and profane the temple and fortress. They shall 
abolish the regular burnt offering and set up the abomination that makes desolate. 32He shall 
seduce with intrigue those who violate the covenant; but the people who are loyal to their 
God shall stand firm and take action. 33The wise among the people shall give understanding 
to many; for some days, however, they shall fall by sword and flame, and suffer captivity and 
plunder. 34When they fall victim, they shall receive a little help, and many shall join them 
insincerely. 35Some of the wise shall fall, so that they may be refined, purified, and cleansed, 
until the time of the end, for there is still an interval until the time appointed. 36“The king 
shall act as he pleases. He shall exalt himself and consider himself greater than any god, and 
shall speak horrendous things against the God of gods. He shall prosper until the period of 
wrath is completed, for what is determined shall be done.  

 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

 
Reflection on the Word and Life  

Link - https://youtu.be/PBm5ABrNI84 
 

The Temptation to False Promises  
Sixth and Final in a Series on Daniel: “Faith in Trying Times”  
 

As we engage these final texts, I’m reminded that another common element to 
apocalyptic literature is something approximating the Antichrist figure. This figure is often 
different than the “beast” because on the surface this figure is reassuring, confidant, and in 
control.  This figure looks like a savior.  But this figure’s confidence is almost always a sham.  
And their control and confidence birth a set of false promises.  These false promises almost 
always are alluring to us because they fit what we want to hear and see and be told.  We 
desperately desire a strong savior to fix it all for us: and this person is always willing to take 
that roll.  They just cannot deliver in the end. 

At the time of Antiochus Judas Maccabaeus finds just such a figure in Rome.  If you 
were read to 1 Maccabees 8 it would praise the alliance the Jews are making with Rome who 
will save them from the Greeks… at least, we know from our vantage point, for a little 
while.  Until Rome will prove a figure of false promise.  I engaged two authors this week that 
interestingly both deal in the temptation of false promises.  The first was Kate Bowler, 
Associate Professor of American Christianity at Duke Theological Seminary.  Her main area 
of study is the Prosperity Gospel coming out of her own childhood experience of a 
Mennonite megachurch (something she laughs at as being incredibly counter-intuitive).  The 
second author was Jia Tolentino, a writer at the New Yorker and author of Trick Mirror: 
Reflections on Self-Delusions.  In an interview she talks about her own experience of the 
American fascination with the scammer figure and then goes on to talk about growing up in 

https://youtu.be/PBm5ABrNI84


Texas at a megachurch. I was struck by these two very different people both with 
experiences of the allure of a confident and charismatic leader who drew in crowds who 
wanted to be attached to that leader’s success.  We have always been, and always will be 
attracted to the authors of false promises who will fill our minds with illusions of the control 
we lack.  We crave it – and they profit from it.  Be careful of what we wish for becomes 
Daniel’s warning to Judas Maccabeus.   

I see in Daniel’s story three main areas we are often prone to fall for false promises: 1) 
we decide the internal enemy we are stuck with is not really that bad.  We fall for the intrigue 
of “Antiochus” and look for how to say, “but look at the good he has done” and thus excuse 
the evil.  2) We also tend, like the Maccabees, to look to the enemy of our enemy and 
imagine them a friend.  We fall for the promise of Rome… until our Roman ruler is every bit 
as bad as the one they “saved” us from.  3) And last we look even to scripture as a false 
promise narrative seeking to imagine it offers us certainty and confidence that we know the 
mind of God.  Where scriptures invited us into a story of faithfulness still full of 
interpretations and challenges to flesh out how we live it day to day… we turn it into a literal 
history book of certitude and worship the idol of our own control and righteousness over 
these sacred texts we were meant to humbly hold with fear and trembling.   

We fall free to certainty and confidence selling us illusions because we wish it were 
true.  Our exhaustion fuels a desire for anyone to tell us exactly what we must do – because 
its easier to imagine that we just don’t know.  Daniel invites us to caution whenever we are 
confronted with that which is “too good to be true” and when we decided to trade one 
master for another even when neither is “of God”.  Waiting is hard.  Waiting during 
exhausted hopelessness is nearly impossible.  So Daniel invites us to search diligently 
together for the way of faithfulness, and to hold lightly to the truth with humble 
servanthood as a check against lofty, and appealing, self-aggrandizement.   

We are called to love our neighbor as ourselves – standing before God.  That is hard 
– and yet a constant litmus test to faithfulness.  And anything else – anything more, or 
anything less, is most likely going to turn out to be a following false promises.  This is the 
gift of community – reflecting back at each through a mirror of love to highlight the tricks of 
world around us trying to sell us anything but love.   

As we finish off our conversation about Daniel – we follow his footsteps in God’s 
way of triune love, seeking to avoid defining our good as our own comfort, remembering 
not to go-it-alone, avoiding pride and performance and the temptations to avoid conflict and 
hide from the work of justice.  And holding before us the affirmation that we need to just 
keep doing it, relying on each other to get through it and remembering that we don’t have to 
do it all.  Love.  Love each other.  Love God.  Love yourself.   

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

Link - https://youtu.be/j27zA3E1zLk 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 846    Fight the Good Fight     DUKE STREET  
 Link - https://youtu.be/DBiQtRnZJt8 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 Link - https://youtu.be/xpjKbSDKHcc 
 
Postlude     Prelude in G Major, BWV 541     J. S. Bach  

Link - https://youtu.be/AgF-FlOdbFE 
 

 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla  
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music  
Veronica Blake, Eric Noyce, Vocalists 
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