
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for September 27, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                             All Glory Be to God on High                                Georg Böhm 
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                                       Cause Me to Hear             Melvin West 

Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the morning, for in Thee do I trust. 
Cause me to know the way wherein I shall walk, for I lift up my soul to Thee. 

--Psalm 143:8 
 
Call to Worship (adapted from Exodus 17 and Psalm 78) 

Praise the Lord who is our provider. 
The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God. 
God brought us out of bondage and has made us free. 
The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God.  
Glorious are the deeds of our God, and mighty are the acts of the Lord. 
The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God. 
Let us worship the Lord our God with thanks and praise. 
 

*Hymn 63                                             The Lord Is God                                                  AZMON 
(insert on next page) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise


 
 

Prayer of Confession  
Almighty God, we have been wandering in the wilderness of sin.  We have complained in 
the face of your mercy.  We have been selfish and conceited in the face of your sacrifice.  We 
have not done your will.  Teach us humility.  Teach us gratitude.  Infuse your spirit into our 
beings so that we might be reconciled to you.  O Lord, have mercy on us…     (Silence)    

…Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and 
love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Anthem                                              Like a River In My Soul                                     Tim Osiek 



 
Prayer for Illumination  

O God, fill us with your Spirit and humble our hearts so that we can hear your Word 
and follow in your way, this day and every day.  Amen.  

 
Listen to the Word:  

Exodus 17:1-7 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to 
the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of 
Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out 
of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He 
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, 
saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 
Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for 
it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

Reflection on the Word and Life: “Side-kicks not Heroes” 
I was having a conversation with Ryan this week about corporate branding.  He was telling 
me about the work of Donald Miller of StoryBrand.  Miller’s work relies heavily on the work 
of mythologist Joseph Campell and the “Heroes Journey”.  Campbell’s book, many of you 
know it, is called the Hero with a Thousand Faces and he follows that up with “can’t be 
recommend enough” book The Power of Myth.  Frankly I mostly recommend the series of 
conversations he has with Bill Moyers which are excellent.  Anyway… I won’t go down that 



rabbit trail.  The Heroes Journey is a traceable pattern of the typical myth of how a person 
becomes a hero.  And on the heroes journey there is always a guide figure.  Someone who 
steers the hero on the way – gets them to take that first step.  In Star Wars, an quintessential 
example, Obi-Won Kenobi is the guide that sets Luke on the Heroes journey.   
 
Back to Donald Miller.  He uses this idea to talk about brand and marketing and says most 
companies make the mistake of thinking that they are the hero.  Their company or their 
product are what will save you and be the hero in your life.  He argues that the company is 
actually best understand as the guide… and their customer is the hero.  This idea got me 
started… not down Donald Miller’s path per se.  But the path of scripture.  Because this idea 
of guide on the heroes journey is very apropos  

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 755                                    Alleluia! Laud and Blessing                       WEISSE FLAGGEN 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                         May the Words of My Mouth                                Melvin West 
 

May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

--Psalm 19:14 
 
Postlude                                      Prelude and Fugue in C Major                             Georg Böhm 
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