
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for October 18, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                                                  Air in G                                                    J. S. Bach 
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                                       Cause Me to Hear             Melvin West 

Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the morning, for in Thee do I trust. 
Cause me to know the way wherein I shall walk, for I lift up my soul to Thee. 

--Psalm 143:8 
 
Call to Worship (adapted from Habakkuk 3) 

Let us rejoice in the Lord; let us exult in the God of our salvation. 
God, the Lord, is our strength;  
God makes our feet secure like the feet of a deer treading upon the heights.  
Let us worship the Lord our God with thanks and praise.  

 
*Hymn 386                                         Come, Worship God                              O QUANTA QUALIA 

(insert on next page) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise


 



 
Prayer of Confession  

Loving God, you did more than just walk the talk of your loving care for us – you 
gave your Son that he would be your Word made flesh in our lives.  Your commitment to 
caring for your creation and all that is in it was followed to even the hardest conclusions: 
your suffering and death on the cross.  And yet we struggle to live such selfless care in 
return.  We are blind to our hubris and conceit as we seek to better our lives regardless of 
the consequences that may have for others and for the future abundance of all creation.  We 
are caring only when its convenient, and we speak love far more often than we actually act 
upon it. God, we need your boldness and vulnerability to move us yet again to that which is 
good and holy.  O Lord, have mercy on us…   (Silence)  …Forgive us, O God, and move us 
to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Anthem                                                   Look At The World                                      John Rutter 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Holy Spirit of God, shine your light upon this Word and into our hearts that we may 
be enlightened with fresh understanding. Amen. 

 
Listen to the Word: James 1:17-25 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of 
his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of 
first fruits of his creatures. 
 
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow 
to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of 
all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted 
word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are 
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going 
away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be 
blessed in their doing. 

 
Reflection on the Word and Life:  

“Care is an Act” Second in a Series on Ripples: Start Something 
 



The Letter of James is provocative.  Luther didn’t like it – too many thoughts articulating a work’s 
righteous faith… like we had to earn God’s respect and love.  James makes it sound like we have to 
work for our Salvation.  Many of us struggle with it along these lines and because its too 
forthright… James’ pulls no punches.  “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you 
have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you?  If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 
supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?”  And then he pronounces the line he is most 
known for: “So faith, by itself, if it has no works, is dead.”   
 
And for all that is hard to sit in this space with James… in my bones I feel the importance of what 
he is telling us.  No excuses.  No prevarication.  No rationalizing.  If you aren’t helping people 
around you with their basic needs? Your faith is meaningless.   
 
And James too works out an understanding that we love because God first loved us.  We aren’t 
earning our salvation – we are making it real and tangible and good.  “Every generous act of giving, 
with every perfect gift, is from above…. Be doers of the word, not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves.”  God is at work in you, and through you.  Make that real.  Don’t just talk about it – do 
it.  Be a ripple of God’s saving acts in human history.  Spread the love.   
 
Long ago I was introduced I was introduced to the idea that sympathy can be problematic.  That 
when we are sympathetic to someone’s plight it generally means that we feel bad about their 
situation and we feel bad for them… but we also view ourselves as on the sidelines of their 
problem.  We wish them well.  We send them good thoughts.  We offer them a prayer.  But we do 
not intend or imagine that we have any responsibility to get involved.  We aren’t going onto the 
field of play – we are just the fans cheering from the stands.  In contrast, empathy is what happens 
when we truly feel the pain of the other in a way that we share their emotional upheaval.  We share 
it to the point that what they are going through is so real to it that it is as if we are going through it 
too… and that feel of connection and belonging to their distress means we do enter the field of 
play.  We don’t sit it out but we get involved and live our responsibility to them: that we are, in fact, 
our brother and sister’s and neighbors and friends and even our enemies keeper.  It is our job to 
care for them – tangibly, and actively.   
 
We hear this when Jesus recounts to Nikodemus: for God so love the world that he gave his only 
begotten son… God so love the world that God could not choose to sit this one out.  God had to 
get in the game.   
 
And… we love because God first loved us… and we love in the way that God loved us – with 
empathy we realize that the hurt of the least of our neighbors is a hurt in our own being.  And we 
have a responsibility to their welfare.  How else does our faith have any meaning?  If we aren’t 
charged with the divine love of God to carry good news, and be good news, into the world… then 
we have become of use only to ourselves as we turn a deaf ear to God and neighbor.  Care isn’t an 
emotional disposition to wish people well.  Care is the manifestation of divine love incarnated in 
our life for the sake of the life of the world.  Care is an act.  Care means loving the world and those 
who are in it so much that we put our life on the line for it – just as Jesus did for us.   
 



But it doesn’t just end there… we need to go a step farther.  Because if you go out into the world 
to make a difference, I’m going to guarantee that you will get worn out.  It’s an energy thing.  
Newton’s Second Law of Motion?  That the Force Exerted is equal to the Mass times the 
Acceleration (the change in velocity or speed) of the object.  The world out there is big.. huge… 
overwhelmingly so.  And if you charge into the world alone you will make little movement – no 
matter how strong, no matter how fast, no matter how smart, no matter how charismatic you are… 
you will wear out – because alone you just aren’t big enough to move much at all.   
 
But here is the real gift: you aren’t alone.  Last week we heard from Diana Butler Bass that salvation 
was always, biblically, a community project.  And so is the work of transforming, restoring, and 
making that community whole.  This is why every single week I will charge you – and me – by the 
words of our Scripture with a task to go do in our lives by God’s instigation… but then I will 
always remind us: we cannot do this alone. And we aren’t.  God goes with us and before us and we 
go together.  And think of how much more impact we can make when its 12 of us… and then 144 
of us… and then 1,728 of us more and wider and bigger ripples of God’s charge… we truly can 
change the world – energize it with the divine love of the God who sends us.  This is why the 
Church exists.  The ecclesia – the community of God.  Because we are called to be ripples of divine 
love – we are called to cheerlead, and encourage, and empower and work together towards the 
purpose God has given us.   
 
Friends, God has called us to care, because God cares for us.  Let us not “sit this one out”.  Let us 
not relegate ourselves to the sidelines.  But let us, charged by the love of God and empowered by 
the care of God’s self-giving son and carried by the breath of God’s Sprit go into the world and 
start something together.  Let us care… and never stop. 
 
This is the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  

   
*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
Offertory              O God, Our Help in Ages Past       arr. Kevin McChesney 

Handbell Choir 
 

*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 



You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 297                                      In Christ Called to Baptize                                    ST. DENIO 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                         May the Words of My Mouth                                Melvin West 
 

May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

--Psalm 19:14 
 
Postlude                                              Concerto in G Major                                           J. S. Bach                                               

 
 

Flowers today were donated by Janet Adolphsen Caywood in celebration of her son Peter 
Adolphsen’s birthday. 

 
 

Leading Worship  
Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla 
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Luann Fife, Pianist 

 Annette Matlock, Handbell Choir Director  
Kristin Olson, Liturgist 

 
Chancel Ensemble Choir 
Micaela Hulsey 
Heather Dye 
Anne Marie Boyd 
Veronica Noyce 
David Le 
Colin Cho 
Erik Noyce 
 



 


