
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for June 14, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 10:45 a.m. on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
For this service you have the printed bulletin resource to walk you through worship with 
accompanying YouTube links for pre-recorded video content. We are glad you are “here” with us! 
Feel free to give us a shout-out to tell us you worshiped by emailing Pastor Andrew at 
andrew@fpcboise.org and “signing in” for worship.  
 
Prelude     Adagio in D-flat     Franz Liszt 
 

Link - https://youtu.be/hPSVLk9zKSA 
 
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Link - https://youtu.be/jDLHO4ipqrA 

 
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 100)  

Worship the Lord with gladness!  
We come into God’s presence with singing. 
For the Lord our God is good. 
God’s steadfast love endures forever.  
 

* Hymn 749    Come! Live in the Light!  
 

Link - https://youtu.be/BikyvWsbX-Q 

https://youtu.be/hPSVLk9zKSA
https://youtu.be/jDLHO4ipqrA
https://youtu.be/BikyvWsbX-Q


 



Prayer of Confession  
Loving God, without your grace; we are like sheep without a shepherd.  Sometimes we are 
harassed by sin and feel helpless against its power. Sometimes, in our sin, we use our own 
power to harass the helpless.  We are wolves in sheep’s clothing, innocent as serpents and 
wise as doves. Forgive us, O Lord, and bring us home.  Restore us to your flock and fold, we 
pray; through Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd. Lord, have mercy on us… (Silence)  
Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are sinners goes too 
far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap. Jesus 
died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for you. The 
good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
 Link - https://youtu.be/tq5tQbL8mqo 
 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  

Link - https://youtu.be/-tdECy8hGUU 
 
Special Music      Adagio cantabile    Ludwig von Beethoven  

Link - https://youtu.be/ry2LwCemPWY 
 
Prayer for Illumination and Scripture reading:  Link - https://youtu.be/MvXMMvYGuuE 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
Lord God, by your Spirit teach us to obey your voice and keep your covenant so that we 
may be a priestly kingdom, your holy people; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Listen to the Word  
Exodus 19:2-8a 
2They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 
wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. 3Then Moses went up to God; 
the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of 
Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep 
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole 
earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the 
words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the 
people, and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8The 
people all answered as one: “Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.” Moses 
reported the words of the people to the LORD. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

https://youtu.be/tq5tQbL8mqo
https://youtu.be/-tdECy8hGUU
https://youtu.be/ry2LwCemPWY
https://youtu.be/MvXMMvYGuuE


Reflection on the Word and Life  
 

Link - https://youtu.be/5J0N0DKRvnY 
 

“Held to a Higher Standard”  

 
God as mother eagle is the operative metaphor of this passage, and it occurs 
elsewhere throughout the Old Testament, Deuteronomy 32: 11As an eagle stirs 
up its nest, and hovers over its young; as it spreads its wings, takes them up, and 
bears them aloft on its pinions, 12the LORD alone guided him.”  In Jeremiah and 
Deuteronomy the eagle image stresses strength and majesty and predatory awe, 
in Job we learn it is God who makes eagles soar, and in Isaiah we see a distraught 
Israel promised they will ride on wings like eagles through the restoring power of 
God. This whole passage exists in the context of the nurture and love of a 
mother eagle who feeds, protects, and allows growth and learning in her young. 
 
It is common as a pastor to hear, time and again, the great Marcion complaint.  
Marcion was one of the first and greatest heretics of the early Christian Church. 
He posits that the God of the Old Testament, a god of wrath, is different than 
the God of Jesus.  He splits away all that he sees giving witness to this god of 
wrath (mainly the OT).  He creates a division in the story of God, and you have 
heard and even probably given some form of this argument.  But this argument 
is only sustainable with a shallow reading of the Old Testament.  The Lord who 
was, and is, the mother eagle of creation has penned a love story.  It is a 
complicated love story – they almost always are… but the deeply pitted and 
scarred pages of our scripture are on ode to love and commitment.  We call this 
passage the Sinai Covenant or the charter of a Holy Nations.  This is lofty 
language, but scripture has another word: marriage.  Scripture never says literally 
“you are married to God, or you are married to Jesus.”  But Ephesians gives us a 
comparison of husband and wife to the relationship of Christ and the Church… 
and in the love songs of Song of Songs, in the work of the prophet Hosea, and in 
the prophetic tradition we give voice to the intimate relationship between God 
and God’s people and the jealousy when God’s people “go after other gods and 
idols”. There is robust sense of the covenant between God and God’s people 
like unto the covenant of marriage – a sealing of the love story and ongoing 
commitment to the unity of vision and life.  
 
Old Testament Theologian Terrence Freitheim tells us that law in the Old 
Testament – which it is known for – is always tied to story, almost seamlessly.  
The Ten Commandments, presented in the next chapter of Exodus, flow out of 

https://youtu.be/5J0N0DKRvnY


this story of covenant – rescue out of bondage in slavery, sustenance and leading 
through the wilderness, and restoration as a people.  The law is not coming out 
of a philosopher’s cave of theory and ethics – its not born out of a board room 
conversation governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.  The law is birthed out the 
relationship formed in the fire’s of history.  It’s a story.  A love story.   
 
In this way the law becomes the vows we swear to each other.  I promise, as the 
one you have rescued and called and restored, the one you have fed and nurtured 
and given flight - I vow to hold you up before me as you hold me up before the 
world.  I vow to walk in your way, to live your love for the world in my own 
relationships: we love because God first loved us.  And this we vow forever. 
 
Here at the feet of Sinai – the mountainous ground where heaven and earth 
comingle in a meeting of the human and divine – we realize that as much as God 
descends to be with and among us… God also raises us up.  Not to glory and 
fame but raises us up to a higher standard of ethics in the way we live in the 
world.  As God’s beloved we made vows - of conduct and expectations because 
to love God is love the work of God in creation: God’s people, God’s world, 
God’s intent for all.  God has set us up to a higher standard not because we are 
more righteous, better people, but because this is what love does – it wills the 
beloved to be more fully embrace its giftedness and life.  It feeds, protects, 
nurtures, seeks after the well-being and the flourishing of the life of the beloved.  
And when we fall short – God’s doesn’t stop loving, but by all means God also 
wills and wishes that we try again to fulfill all our God given potential.  Like a 
marriage, God is in for better or worse – but who doesn’t hope for better?   
 
God holds us to a higher standard because in this way all creation learns to 
prosper together, to recognize that regardless of what else we may believe about 
a person – they too are God’s beloved.   And in so far as we are doing anything 
that inhibits another’s chance to fully flourish in all their God given potential… 
than we have put ourselves in opposition to God.  This is the higher standard we 
have agreed – in that Sinai moment – to hold ourselves to before God, and to be 
held to by our community: that we will work for justice, mercy, and love.  That 
we will make ourselves agents of justice in God’s love story of creation ensuring 
that we keep our vows to be a part of the flourishing of all creation.  We commit 
that nothing about the way we live prevents another from also living their divine 
love story, and rooting out the obstacles put before us (and of our own making) 
to the divine ordering of world.       
 
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  



 
*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

Link - https://youtu.be/1dXiuY-RssE 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
* Hymn 769   For Everyone Born  
  

Link - https://youtu.be/BxeGELtXipk 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
 Link - https://youtu.be/FjoPakZTCLE 
 
Postlude     Fanfare     Jacques Lemmens 
 

Link - https://youtu.be/P9AZziOCoLY 
 

Leading Worship  
Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla  
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music  
 

https://youtu.be/1dXiuY-RssE
https://youtu.be/BxeGELtXipk
https://youtu.be/FjoPakZTCLE
https://youtu.be/P9AZziOCoLY


 


