
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Online Worship for May 10, 2020 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 10:45 a.m. on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
For this service you have the printed bulletin resource to walk you through worship with 
accompanying YouTube links for pre-recorded video content. We are glad you are “here” with us! 
Feel free to give us a shout-out to tell us you worshiped by emailing Pastor Andrew at 
andrew@fpcboise.org and “signing in” for worship.  
 
Prelude Holy Spirit, Light Devine By Gordon Young 
 Link - https://youtu.be/dacfA1ARG4g 
 
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Link - https://youtu.be/42NYnSmRDWs 

 
Call to Worship  

Come let us worship the God Most High, 
Let us worship in the face adversity, 
A witness of our faith and trust in God’s steadfast love. 
God will not let us go; neither will we. 
Come let us worship the God Most High. 
 

*Hymn 182  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say KINGSFOLD 

  
Link - https://youtu.be/mc3gn-H1J0U 
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Prayer of Confession  

God, you call us to be a voice for justice and an instrument of your peace.  And yet we are 
tempted to sit it out.  We avoid conflict and hide in the shadows hoping that someone else 
will speak up.  We are uncomfortable being people who rock the boat.  Give us the courage 
to imagine a world that lives in the light of your love.  Grant us the boldness to pursue 
justice and peace, and the grace to fall short.  Lord, have mercy on us… (Silence)  

Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are sinners goes too 
far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap. Jesus 
died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for you. The 
good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
 Link - https://youtu.be/shXdCb7y1iE 
 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  

Link - https://youtu.be/PQxLmHf1B9s 
 
Anthem         There's a Wideness in God's Mercy     arr. Mark Schweizer  

Link - https://youtu.be/k19jco1HMMk 
 
Prayer and Scripture reading  

Link - https://youtu.be/lXXdLdi5jVo 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Lord, as we listen to your holy Word, open our hearts to the power of your Spirit,  
call us out of darkness, and lead us into your marvelous light. Amen. 

Listen to the Word  
 

Daniel 6 
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred twenty satraps, stationed 

throughout the whole kingdom, 2and over them three presidents, including Daniel; to these 
the satraps gave account, so that the king might suffer no loss.  

3Soon Daniel distinguished himself above all the other presidents and satraps because 
an excellent spirit was in him, and the king planned to appoint him over the whole 
kingdom. 4So the presidents and the satraps tried to find grounds for complaint against 
Daniel in connection with the kingdom. But they could find no grounds for complaint or 
any corruption, because he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption could be found in 
him. 5The men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless 
we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 
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6So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, “O King 
Darius, live forever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the 
counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and 
enforce an interdict, that whoever prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except 
to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions. 8Now, O king, establish the interdict and 
sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the 
Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and 
interdict.  

10Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his 
house, which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on 
his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. 

11The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his 
God. 12Then they approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you 
not sign an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days 
except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?” The king answered, “The thing 
stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be 
revoked.” 13Then they responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no 
attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers 
three times a day.”  

14When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to 
save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. 15Then the 
conspirators came to the king and said to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes 
and Persians that no interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” 16Then 
the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of lions. The 
king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!” 17A stone was 
brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and 
with the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 

18Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought to 
him, and sleep fled from him. 19Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den 
of lions. 20When he came near the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, 
“O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to 
deliver you from the lions?”  

21Daniel then said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22My God sent his angel and shut 
the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, because I was found blameless before 
him; and also before you, O king, I have done no wrong.” 23Then the king was exceedingly 
glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of 
the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24The 
king gave a command, and those who had accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the 
den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the 
den the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 

25Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the 
whole world: “May you have abundant prosperity! 26I make a decree, that in all my royal 
dominion people should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: For he is the living 
God, enduring forever. His kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion has no 
end. 27He delivers and rescues, he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth; for he 



has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 28So this Daniel prospered during the reign 
of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

 
Reflection on the Word and Life  

Link - https://youtu.be/Tr2Ho8jf7wo 
 

The Temptation to Hide and Avoid Conflict  
Fourth in a Series on Daniel: “Faith in Trying Times”  

  
 When we read this text, we tend to focus in on the lions.  Lions are awesome… unless you 
are their dinner.  So, its no surprise that we pay attention to the lions and Daniel’s “lion-like” faith 
in being thrown into the lion’s den.  But for me – this is the distraction for the meaningful witness 
of this text.  Daniel’s way of life in opposition to the way of the scheming court officials of King 
Darius’s court and in opposition to Darius’ “sit out the fight for justice” attitude.  They are the real 
circling lions.   
 Reading these stories like those before them about Daniel and his friends’ faith in the face of 
trying times we are invited to see again our previous lessons.  The scheming court officials want to 
protect their power from the Daniel’s wise governance.  They fall prey to the temptations of pride 
and permanence.  Daniel’s previous gracious acts on behalf of the kingdom have again been mostly 
forgotten… and forgetting gratitude of what, and who, got us here is our own way of giving into 
the temptations of both pride and the desire to “go it alone”. Gratitude is our antidote to such sin.  
And then we get Darius: the powerless king.  The king who cannot stand up to injustice because 
“the law cannot be changed”.  But unjust laws MUST change.  And the temptation to hide behind 
the law and avoid conflict is an invitation to be the tacit approver of injustice and oppression.   
 Darius may be a “good guy”.  But he is not a force for good.  Daniel shows us that in his 
faithful witness and willingness to be seen holding true to his faith.  It reminds me of Nicodemus.  
He comes to Jesus in the night… and Jesus tells him to step into the light.  Nicodemus is afraid to 
lose his standing in the Temple.  Afraid to be seen seeking Jesus’ wisdom.  Jesus invites him to cast 
off such fear, to stop avoiding conflict, to stop hiding – and step into the light.  Like Daniel. 
 Edmund Burke is famously quote, from a letter to Thomas Mercer, saying, “The only thing 
necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”  When we choose to sit out the 
fight for justice because we don’t want to rock the boat – either because we are afraid, or because 
we don’t want to offend anyone – we give into a temptation to become someone who, good or not, 
is not a force for good in the world.   
 In the letter from Birmingham jail Martin Luther King, Jr. makes that kind of stand.  And he 
answers people like me who told him to stop being an “outside agitator”. People like me who 
protect the institution and the peace in the name of “avoiding conflict” and thus became the 
impediment to justice.  They meant well. Or they thought they did.  But they, we, cease to be 
people who work for good when we fall to the temptation to hide behind conflict avoidance.  King 
writes in response to their outside agitator charge: “I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. 
Just as the prophets of the eighth century B.C. left their villages and carried their "thus saith the 
Lord" far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his village 
of Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco Roman world, so 
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am I compelled to carry the gospel of freedom beyond my own home town. Like Paul, I must 
constantly respond to the Macedonian call for aid.  Moreover, I am cognizant of the 
interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned 
about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are 
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly. Never again can we afford to live with the narrow, provincial 
"outside agitator" idea. Anyone who lives inside the United States can never be considered an 
outsider anywhere within its bounds. 
 Friends.  In the way of Jesus… in the way of Daniel and of Nicodemus and of Martin 
Luther King Jr. let us eschew the temptation to hide, the temptation to sit it out, the temptation to 
avoid conflict and not rock the boat.  Let us not stand in the way of justice.  But let us be those 
who stood up, were seen, and dared to be differently oriented – justice oriented. 
 
 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

Link - https://youtu.be/mMjJIlX--dM 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
* Hymn #314     Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness     BE OUR LIGHT  
 Link - https://youtu.be/03EEMeX2Bys 
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*Charge and Benediction  
 Link - https://youtu.be/aukq_TEICLo 
 
Postlude     The KINGSFOLD Trumpet      Alfred V. Fedak  

Link - https://youtu.be/sx4aWbf6lKY 
 

Leading Worship  
Rev. Drs. Andrew Kukla and Ruth Hicks 
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
E. Noyce & V. Blake, Vocalists  
Elizabeth and Meredith Kukla, readers  
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