
Dear FPC Boise Family and Friends, 

 

The question was asked of me about the Governor's press conference today. The Governor of Idaho put 

churches in the category that can open up on May 1st. 

We won't. Some will. We won't. 

I will work with the Session and we haven't yet come down on exactly what will happen but know this: 

There is more we do not know than what we do know about transmission, lack of immunity, "curve" 

capacity, and testing for this pandemic. 

Even when we open... it will likely be in stages, and it will likely come with new practices and some old 

practices that might not return. Will we ever pass an offering plate again? Maybe not. 

We will err on the side of caution. We are capable of connecting and witnessing without gathering in 

large groups. This is not the worst thing that has ever happened to us. We are learning a lot. We are 

loving a lot and we are living together, apart, a lot. We can keep doing this - and I trust that we will find 

that we did so for good reason. 

We will communicate when and how and what will return when we, the Session leadership of FPC, are 

confident we have the right facts and the collective wisdom that it is time to start re-opening the 

programmatic and in-person life of the Church. I am not yet willing to imagine we can put a date on 

that... but I am confident that the date is not May 1... nor likely to be close to May 1 in terms of in-

person worship. 

I understand that the Governor is under a lot of pressure - for some good reasons - to get lives back to 

"normal" and to stop using authoritarian power to tell people what to do. But I fundamentally believe 

that in times of crisis we need leadership that takes decisive stands. We need to employ authority in 

ways that are not only decisive but often disappointing. 

But we also need to remember in our grief and disappointment - which is natural, real, and needs to be 

expressed - not to make more of our loss than what it really is: 

Church has not, nor ever has been, closed. The building is closed. 

Our people are physically distant. But the Spirit and Life of the Church are very much at work - and the 

love of God cannot be separated by hill or valley or.. quarantine. 

And no date of "re-opening" - or lack of date - will change that. 

I'm grateful for all of you making that true. Keep living Resurrection life, keep staying-at-home while at 

work in the world. Keep giving witness to Good News. That IS what we do. 

Love you all, 

Andrew 

 


