
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for September 6, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                    Spirit of God, Descent upon My Heart                     arr. John Carter 
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                                       Cause Me to Hear             Melvin West 

Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the morning, for in Thee do I trust. 
Cause me to know the way wherein I shall walk, for I lift up my soul to Thee. 

--Psalm 143:8 
 
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 149) 

Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song. 
Praise God with dancing, make melody to the Lord with tambourine and lyre.  
Sing God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful,  
For the Lord takes pleasure in the people. Let the faithful sing for joy. 
 

*Hymn 689           When the Morning Stars Together                      WEISSE FLAGGEN 

(insert on next page) 
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Prayer of Confession  

Lord God, while we were still slaves to sin, you died for our salvation.  Yet we still 
worship the false gods of the world, forgetting that you are Lord. Loving worldly wealth, we 
have not loved you with our whole heart nor loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Trusting 
worldly strength, we have not trusted your word nor followed the Word-made-flesh. 
Forgiving by worldly norms, we have not shown mercy to others as you have shown mercy 
to us. O Lord, have mercy on us…   (Silence)   Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, 
that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Anthem                                           You Do Not Walk Alone                            Elaine Hagenberg 
 

May you see God's light on the path ahead when the road you walk is dark. 
May you always hear, even in your hour of sorrow, the gentle singing of the lark. 

When times are hard may hardness never turn your heart to stone, 
May you always remember when the shadows fall you do not walk alone. 

                                                       --Traditional Irish Blessing 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Holy Spirit, as your word is read and preached, pass among your gathered people, 
opening minds to increase understanding, opening hearts to bind us together in your love. In 
Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen. 

 
Listen to the Word 

Exodus 12:2, 6-7, 11-14 
Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household.  You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 
month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They 
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 
which they eat it.  This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For 
I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 
 



John 3:1-12 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 
 

Reflection on the Word and Life: “Where is God?”  
The question has come to me multiple times, “where is God in the middle of a pandemic?”  
This is a natural theodicy question.  Theodicy is the theological word for trying to reconcile 
the belief in a good and powerful God… with the existence of evil.  Why would God allow 
pestilence?  Why is the world spinning out of the control?  Where is God in… this?   
 
It isn’t a new question.  The people of Israel asked it in slavery in Egypt, and again 
wandering for year through the wilderness.  The people of Judah asked in exile as northern 
and southern states of Israel became the play thing of Empires.  And Christians would ask 
that same question during the plagues of the Dark and Middle Ages… plagues that took the 
lives of half of Europe.  Where is God in all this? 
 
Our Wednesday Night book study started this past week with Dr. Kate Bowlers book, 
Everything Happens for a Reason: And Other Lies I’ve Loved.  Early in the book she notes 
that as we seek to answer these questions we are looking for a theology of God that helps us 
escape: “Believers wanted an escape from poverty, failing health, and the feeling that their 
lives were leaky buckets… (they) wanted relief from the wounds of their past and the pain of 
the present.  People wanted salvation from bleak medical diagnoses; they wanted to see God 
rescue their broken teenager and their misfiring marriages.  They wanted talismans to war of 
the things that go bump in the night.”  
 
English theologican N.T. Wright speaks to that need and reminds us that as early as 
Abraham God makes clear the answer to evil: us.  So God called Moses and tells Moses that 
God heard the cries of God’s people… the answer?  To send Moses.   
Noah is an answer to the flood. 
Abraham to a landless people. 
Moses to an enslaved people. 
Samuel to faithless people 



David to a leaderless people. 
Rahab and Ruth to a people without a future. 
Cyrus to an exiled people. 
Daniel to a hopeless people. 
 
Moses is told to instruct the people of Israel to put the blood of the lamb that was slain 
above their door post.  This way the angel of death will “pass over” their houses.  We wish 
there was always such a talisman but it rarely works out this clearly.  But it doesn’t mean it 
isn’t still being worked out.  Where is God in the pandemic?  All around us, within in, in 
front and behind us.  God is with us. And God is calling us to that we will be the companion 
to each other that each of us needs.  Mr. Rogers… the great television Presbyterian is 
famous for saying… look for the helpers.  “When I was a boy and I would see scary things 
in the news, my mother would say to me, "Look for the helpers. You will always find 
people who are helping.”  And you know what?  They are the face of God. 
 
Pandemics aren’t new.  The pages of history are dotted with them – wether it is COVID-19 
or the Spanish Flu… or the early Roman plagues of Cyprian and Justinian… not to mention 
the Black Death in the 1300s.  And in each of these horrific stories you can find the gospel 
at work… you can find God at work.  Just look for the helpers.   

 
In an article on Christianity and Plagues, Eric Mataxes, writes: 
 
“Between 250 and 270 A.D. a terrible plague, believed to be measles or smallpox, devastated 
the Roman Empire. At the height of what came to be known as the Plague of Cyprian, after 
the bishop St. Cyprian who chronicled what was happening, 5,000 people died every day in 
Rome alone. 
 
The plague coincided with the first empire-wide persecution of Christians under the emperor 
Decius. Not surprisingly, Decius and other enemies of the Church blamed Christians for the 
plague. That claim was, however, undermined by two inconvenient facts: Christians died 
from the plague like everybody else and, unlike everybody else, they cared for the victims of 
the plague, including their pagan neighbors. 
 
This wasn't new—Christians had done the same thing during the Antonine Plague a century 
earlier. As Rodney Stark wrote in "The Rise of Christianity," Christians stayed in the afflicted 
cities when pagan leaders, including physicians, fled. 
 
Candida Moss, a professor of New Testament and Early Christianity at Notre Dame, notes 
that an "epidemic that seemed like the end of the world actually promoted the spread of 
Christianity." By their actions in the face of possible death, Christians showed their 
neighbors that "Christianity is worth dying for."” 
 
The only thing I think Mr. Mataxes got wrong?  Christians did not demonstrate that 
Christianity is worth dying for… they demonstrated that people are worth dying for… our 
neighbors are worth dying for… and they learn that truth from nothing less than God.  



Where is God in the pandemic?  God is in everything you are doing to care for your 
neighbors, God is in every action of self-lessness when a person feels called to put 
themselves at risk for the well-being of creation.   
 
Kate Bowler’s book acknowledges our desire to control our fates - our wish that God’s plan 
navigated the pitfalls of life in way that guaranteed us more ups than downs.  She witnesses 
in her journey that any notion that was the way it worked died.  It died with many of her 
own expectations for her life.  But that death also had a way to give life: “What would it 
mean for Christians to give up the little piece of the American Dream that says, “You are 
limitless”?  …Everything is not possible. The mighty Kingdom of God is not yet here.  
What if rich did not mean wealthy, and whole did not have to mean healed?  What if being 
people of “the gospel” mean that we are simply people with good news?  God is here.  We 
are loved.  It is enough. 
 
God is here.  We are loved.  It is enough.  Moses told that his family and his community… 
and they dared to dream it was true.  Where is God in our pandemic?  God is with you.  And 
it is enough.   
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion  

Communion Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 



The Words of Institution / Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

 Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn 450                         Be Thou My Vision                                     SLANE 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                         May the Words of My Mouth                                Melvin West 
 

May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

--Psalm 19:14 
 
Postlude                           Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 545                             J.S. Bach 
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