
From Ruth 

Why an Offering? 

The Book of Common Worship gives us an historical and theological perspective on the 
Offering. The offering is a transition that takes the worshippers from hearing the Word read 
and preached to the response for what has been received. The offering was never intended to 
raise money for the church, which takes us back to the early church. 
 
When people came to worship each week, they would bring bread and wine to be used on the 
Table for the Lord’s Supper. The Deacons would take the amount needed for the service to the 
table. After the service they would then distribute the remainder to the poor. Everyone 
participated in the giving so they could help the poor. Later, alms were also given, but not 
required. The purpose was to respond in love and generosity to the needs of the poor. 
Over time the Offering has evolved but I think the historical and theological roots are 
significant. Thus, the invitation weekly to reach out and make a difference in someone’s life. 
 
There are many opportunities at First Presbyterian Church to which one may respond, by the 
precept of giving to the poor from the historical beginnings of The Offering. 
 
Mission Partners: A Church cannot be defined by its building. It is action that transforms our 
faith and makes it alive. At FPC, we engage our greater community at home, around the 
corner, and around the world.  

The Friendship Food Pantry Friendship Dinners 
Agency for New Americans CATCH 
International Justice Mission Revs. Scott & Elmarie Parker, Mission Co-Workers 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

A reminder: Monetary offerings are gratefully received. But there are also many opportunities 
to “offer” one’s time to these missions. Currently the church is especially in need of volunteers 
for the Friendship Food Pantry on Mondays. Please let Abigail know where you might like to fit 
into the mission of feeding the poor. 

 
Thank you for your generous response in love to the needs of others, 

Ruth 

Roofing Update 
 
The Asbestos Abatement is complete! Time to start getting the new roof tiles on! 50 pallets of 
slate tile will be delivered soon and will line our alley for a few days.  



 
Big Blue is still with us but only for a short time.  All the capstones are now being put back on 
and they are about halfway complete!  Please watch out for the crane in the handicap parking 
stalls and do not go under the yellow caution tape. 
 
Speaking of capstones, the cross capstone was in bad shape and the roof committee felt it may 
not be saved.  Renaissance Roofing successfully removed it then put it back in place this past 
week! It has a couple of new pins but is looking good!  
 
Have you seen all the new sparkle on the roof? All the new copper work is just about complete 
and is looking good. 
 

      

 

 


