
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church  
Online Worship for January 17, 2021 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise 

This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 

 

Prelude Prelude and Fugue in C Major                                J. S. Bach  
 

Welcome 
This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

Choral Introit    God Is Calling through the Whisper      Polish Carol  
 

Call to Worship  Psalm 139 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You discern 
my thoughts from far away. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it 
completely. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful 
are your works. 
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! I try to count 
them—they are more than the sand. 
Let us worship God! 

 

*Hymn 345 In an Age of Twisted Values                             CHURCH UNITED 
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Prayer of Confession 
You send forth your Spirit, yet we do not respond to your presence. You set us apart as 

water is poured over us, yet our behavior in faith does not match our unique status. Christ calls 
us to follow; yet we disobey his commandment. Evidence of your goodness surrounds us, yet 
we ignore your gracious ways. Have mercy upon us, and in your love uphold us. 
Above all, teach us the meaning of repentance. O Lord, have mercy on us…  
(Silence, followed by:)  

Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen. 

Assurance of God’s Grace 
Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are only sinners goes 
too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap. The 
good news is that we are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace. 

Anthem Sing Praises Unto the Lord                                    Henry Rathven  
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Send down your Holy Spirit, O God, and tear open the veil of heaven speaking to us as 
beloved children so that we may hear and believe the good news of your Word made flesh, 
Amen. 

 

Listen to the Word: John 1:43-51 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked 
him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 
 

Reflection on the Word and Life: “You Want Me to Follow You… Where?” 

In just 23 days since we have celebrated the birth of Christ, Epiphany and the Baptism of Jesus. Today we 
look at the calling of the disciples. Jesus grew up rather quickly. But I also like that the liturgical world moves 
from the revelation of God with us to the call for us active followers of Jesus. 

The calling of the disciples in the pericope for today is quite cryptic! Jesus found Philip, Philip found 
Nathanael and shared with him that he had discovered the messiah! The invitation was clear – come and see 
for yourself! Discovery! 



Then Jesus revealed that he already knew Nathanael, which surprised Nathanael. How was it possible for 
Jesus to know him? They had never met. As Jesus knew Nathanael, Jesus knows us. 

And finally, Jesus promises great things. Jesus promises new life. 

Discovery, knowledge, promises… Can this be ours as well? 

These days are pretty complex. In fact, I think when we “yearn for what was” we are really asking for 
concrete answers in the present. 

This weekend we celebrate the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. Though his life was complex (to say the 
least) King was sure of his call – he knew Jesus, he knew Jesus walked with him, and he was convinced the 
principles of faith in Jesus could bring about a new day.  

Is it really that simple? Yes and no. How can we be sure of our calling as a Christian to engage the world? 

Many years ago, I belonged to a church that made a big decision for they stood to lose a lot. The Stewardship 
Team challenged everyone in the congregation to make a tithe commitment on the whole of their income. 
That wasn’t all that unusual, but then there was an invitation. They offered everyone to participate in a 
Spiritual Gifts Inventory followed by participation in the ministry that matched their gifts. The codicil they 
added was that if the participant didn’t experience a growth in faith, their tithe would be returned. The goal 
was to help people find their calling in ministry. 

It actually turned out to be much more complex when one took it seriously.  The process of participation 
often got tangled up in cultural expectations. Persons found they had to make decisions about personal time, 
how much money was too much to give… there were as many challenges as there were participants! Through 
the year people began to balance their faith journey into call with their daily life expectations. It was quite a 
journey! 

In the new year, it is customary to make resolutions. After 2020, it seems that could be a futile exercise as 
every day seems to bring new challenges or interruptions to our plans. I would like to invite you to a different 
“making resolutions process”.  

Take a step back, moving into quiet space, be introspective. Where are you in your faith journey? Another 
way of saying this is, where is your relationship with Jesus? God? Have you made a concerted effort to think 
about your calling in the world? 

Yes, we all need to grow in faith. Where we are weak in faith, it shows up in every aspect of our lives. If our 
faith is weak, we have trouble believing in God, in ourselves, and in others. Trials and heartaches, 
disappointments are part of what we are experiencing in these trying times. But what is success?  

If you are having personal challenge or disappointment in this time of pandemic, it might seem a bit trite to 
say, “Trust God!” But the invitation of faith is to believe that God is truly walking with you. God does not 
“give” us difficult times to “make” us grow. But in our stretching periods; God walks with us, helps to 
absorb our pain, lifts the exhaustion. Think about where you want to go in life. It is very likely that is where 
Jesus wants to lead you. Amen. 



*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith) 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of 
human pain, and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the 
dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from 
death to life eternal. 

 

  Minute for Mission   Sheltered in Place  Monica Kinney and John Hicks 

 

*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 
607) Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 
here below; Praise God for all that love 
has done; Creator, Christ, and Spirit, 
One. Amen. 

 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise 
at www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office. 

 

Prayers of the Community 

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 726 Will You Come and Follow Me                               KEVLIN GROVE 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

Choral Response God Be with You Till We Meet Again Ralph      Vaughan Williams 

 
Postlude   

Leading Worship 
Rev. Dr. Ruth Hicks Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Luann Fife, Pianist Susan Block, Liturgist 

Chancel Ensemble Choir 
Micaela Hulsey Heather Dye Anne Marie Boyd Veronica 
Noyce David Le Colin Cho Erik Noyce 

http://www.fpcboise.org/donate


 


