
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Online Worship for May 17, 2020 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 10:45 a.m. on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
For this service you have the printed bulletin resource to walk you through worship with 
accompanying YouTube links for pre-recorded video content. We are glad you are “here” with us! 
Feel free to give us a shout-out to tell us you worshiped by emailing Pastor Andrew at 
andrew@fpcboise.org and “signing in” for worship.  
 
Prelude       Prelude on 'O Waly Waly'      arr. Joyce Jones 
 Link - https://youtu.be/jLjdsum1AVU 
 
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Link - https://youtu.be/ofzTI9c6MVE 

 
Call to Worship  

Bless the Lord, O people, sing!  
Let the sound of praise ring out. 
Come and hear what the Lord has done, 
the Lord who has made everything! 
 

* Hymn 410   God is Calling through the Whisper     W ZLOBIE LEZY 
 Link - https://youtu.be/oevuQbZQhKY 
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Prayer of Confession  
God who gives and sustains.  We seek to endure in your way.  But it is not easy.  The 
temptations are real, the burden is not always light, and we are finite and grow tired. We 
stray from our calling to love others as ourselves, we fall short of bearing your resurrection 
light in the world, and we slide into apathy and neglect.  It is not that we do not want to be 
instruments of your grace and peace.  It is that we lose our way.  God, forgive us.  God, 
restore us.  Lord, have mercy upon us….   (Silence)  Forgive us, O God, and move us to 
trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are sinners goes too 
far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap. Jesus 
died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for you. The 
good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
 Link - https://youtu.be/-6FbZcZSh4Y 
 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  

Link - https://youtu.be/SScfzl1Fr8Q 
 
Anthem        Eden's Song            arr. Mark Schweizer  

Link - https://youtu.be/jkXhw97ZoZQ 
 
Prayer and Scripture reading  

Link - https://youtu.be/NbkorzEVIfk 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Come Holy Spirit, our helper and advocate: Open our hearts and minds this day, entice us 
with your presence. Spark us with a word of life—a message that we may share with others 
as we seek to live Christ’s love in the world.  All this we ask in the name of God, who 
creates, redeems, and sustains us. Amen. 

 
Listen to the Word  
 

Daniel 7:15-18, 23b-26 
15As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head 

terrified me. 16I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So 
he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 17“As for these four 
great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. 18But the holy ones of the Most High 
shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.”  

“As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth that shall be 
different from all the other kingdoms; it shall devour the whole earth, and trample it down, 
and break it to pieces. 24As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and 
another shall arise after them. This one shall be different from the former ones, and shall put 
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down three kings. 25He shall speak words against the Most High, shall wear out the holy 
ones of the Most High, and shall attempt to change the sacred seasons and the law; and they 
shall be given into his power for a time, two times, and half a time. 26Then the court shall sit 
in judgment, and his dominion shall be taken away, to be consumed and totally destroyed.  

 
Daniel 10:7-8, 10-14 

7I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; the people who were with me did not see the vision, 
though a great trembling fell upon them, and they fled and hid themselves. 8So I was left 
alone to see this great vision. My strength left me, and my complexion grew deathly pale, and 
I retained no strength.  

10But then a hand touched me and roused me to my hands and knees. 11He said to me, 
“Daniel, greatly beloved, pay attention to the words that I am going to speak to you. Stand 
on your feet, for I have now been sent to you.” So while he was speaking this word to me, I 
stood up trembling. 12He said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set 
your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words have 
been heard, and I have come because of your words. 13But the prince of the kingdom of 
Persia opposed me twenty-one days. So Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 
and I left him there with the prince of the kingdom of Persia, 14and have come to help you 
understand what is to happen to your people at the end of days. 
 
Daniel 12:1, 8-13 

“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There 
shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. 
But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book.  

 8I heard but could not understand; so I said, “My lord, what shall be the outcome of these 
things?” 9He said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are to remain secret and sealed until 
the time of the end. 10Many shall be purified, cleansed, and refined, but the wicked shall 
continue to act wickedly. None of the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise shall 
understand. 11From the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the 
abomination that desolates is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred ninety 
days. 12Happy are those who persevere and attain the thousand three hundred thirty-five 
days. 13But you, go your way, and rest; you shall rise for your reward at the end of the days.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

 
Reflection on the Word and Life  

Link - https://youtu.be/UeNTKORh-70 
 

The Temptation to Give Up  
Fifth in a Series on Daniel: “Faith in Trying Times”  

 
You may not have noticed but I flipped the order of the last two weeks of sermons.  Why?  
Two reasons: First, I decided the temptation to listen to false promises becomes more 
tempting after we are tempted to give up.  And because the movement from Daniel 6 to 7 is 
very important and needs its own transitional conversation.  So, we hear from three 

https://youtu.be/UeNTKORh-70


moments that Daniel is ready to give up, and hope they inform our own temptations to do 
the same.   

Let us first talk about the move to apocalyptic literature.  The first six chapters we had 
stories - stories of Daniel’s faith during the oppression and temptations of the Babylonian 
Empire.  Those stories helped empower the people of Israel during the Seleucid occupation, 
and they empower us today.  But in chapter six the genre radically shifts to Jewish 
Apocalyptic.  It was a short run method of discourse between 200 BCE and 100 CE. Only 
two apocalyptic books are in our canon: Daniel and Revelation, but there are hundreds of 
such writings during that period and they share commonalities.   

Apocalyptic means to unveil or to uncover.  It is a revelation.  It attempts to reveal 
the larger picture of the cosmos as God sees it.  So much of what we are seeing is beyond 
our comprehension – and it makes it very “weird”.  The authors do not even have the 
vocabulary, so they get imaginative in their descriptions of beast and dragons… and talking 
horns.  

It reveals that what happens in Heaven; happens on Earth.  So, when Persia and Israel 
are contesting on Earth it’s because the angels of Israel and Persia are fighting in the 
Heavens.  This speaks to the complicated claim of God’s Sovereign power over the cosmos.  
God’s will be done.  But it will also be contested.  So, God will win… but that isn’t always 
clear from our current predicament. And just as angels of the heavens contest God’s will… 
humans on earth also find us falling away from God.  

Apocalyptic literature happens when we feel more the “falling away” then “God 
wins”.  It is born of skepticism in the goodness of the world or the capability of human 
efforts.  It’s a reminder that we will not achieve the Kin-dom of God by our efforts.  It’s a 
God-thing.  And we need God’s intervening Spirit to make it happen.  So, the “fight” is 
bigger than us, and beyond us… and we need to be humble about what we can claim to 
know.   

You hear that in Daniel.  Daniel the wisest of the wise admits over and again in 
chapters seven through twelve that he doesn’t understand what he is seeing, he is 
overwhelmed, and he is tired unto the point of giving up.  And that’s Daniel. Daniel that was 
wiser and more faithful that even Joseph! (since it’s a competition clearly) So a cautionary 
tale to us to imagine that we can control the chaos of our world, that we can answer all the 
questions, and that we are responsible for “fixing” it all.  We aren’t.  God is.  And that’s a 
very good thing.   

Go your way.  Ultimately apocalyptic literature is an invitation to join the right team. 
It wants us to see that God’s way – while arduous and narrow – is the better way.  And it 
wants us to stay on God’s team.  “Go your way” which is God’s way.  This is the message to 
Daniel.  You can’t figure it all out – so take what you do know… and do that well, over and 
over again.  And trust that God has the rest.   

For us this means: admit our fatigue, acknowledge our limits, and stay the course even 
when – from our perspective – we don’t seem to be getting anywhere.  Apocalyptic literature 
knows that it’s a long haul.  Daniel wasn’t tempted to give up once.  He was tempted to give 
up at every other chapter from seven to the end (and beyond).  The antidote was: narrow 
your vision for a moment to the one thing you know, the one way you know to live.  And 
live it.  Also: Let God take care of the rest.  I imagine that worked for Daniel.  I trust that 
will work for us too.  



*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
 

Offertory          Affettuoso             George Philipp Telemann 
Warren Kukla, oboe 
Link - https://youtu.be/HfhBEN5DAL0 
  

*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

Link - https://youtu.be/NVa_tRTkTOk 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
* Hymn 65.  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah    CWM RHONDDA  
 Link - https://youtu.be/zliBfQLEDuU 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 Link - https://youtu.be/JKDNhMMbXag 
 
Postlude    Postlude on CWM RHONDDA     arr. Paul Manz   

Link - https://youtu.be/ktactgVFk4A  
 

Leading Worship  
Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla  
Ryan Dye, Minister of Music  
Warren Kukla, reader  
V. Blake & E. Noyce, Vocalists 
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