
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Online Worship for May 3, 2020 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 10:45 a.m. on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
For this service you have the printed bulletin resource to walk you through worship with 
accompanying YouTube links for pre-recorded video content. We are glad you are “here” with us! 
Feel free to give us a shout-out to tell us you worshiped by emailing Pastor Andrew at 
mailto:andrew@fpcboise.org and “signing in” for worship.  
 
Prelude       Prélude modal        Jean Langlais 
 Link - https://youtu.be/sEx2lNs7o14  
 
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Link - https://youtu.be/OLDh6V494og 

 
Call to Worship (adapted from Acts 2)  

Sisters and brothers, let us gather together with glad and generous hearts. 
For many signs and wonders are being done among us. 
Let us break bread together and share our lives in common. 
Let us give what we can to all who have needs 
so that all people, no matter who they are, may regard us with good will. 
Let us devote ourselves to our prayers and to the gospel. 
For in this way God will add to our numbers every day. 
Let us worship God.  
 

* Hymn #268     Crown Him with Many Crowns     DIADEMATA  
  

Link - https://youtu.be/D6ylvb6VrVI 
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Prayer of Confession  
God, again and again and again and again you call us to your side.  You call us to your way.  
You call us to love as we have been loved by you.  And yet again. And again… and again… 
and again we are tempted into other ways.  Ways of destruction. Ways of pride.  Ways of 
self-gratification.  We are tempted to take and to hoard.  We are tempted to imagine 
ourselves deserving of everything we can hold onto and we think not of any other good than 
our own.  And yet, O God, you call us again to repent to be forgiven and to be healed – that 
we might live in the light of your resurrected son.  Lord, have mercy on us… (Silence) 
Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are sinners goes too 
far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap. Jesus 
died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for you. The 
good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
 Link- https://youtu.be/2b59B9MtIPk 
 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  
 

Link - https://youtu.be/vKCMKHFEsBk - mailto:abigail@fpcboise.org 
 
Anthem      The Ashgrove Gloria     Malcolm Archer 
  

Link - https://youtu.be/0cht7-QpDMA 
 
Prayer and Scripture reading  
 

Link - https://youtu.be/RPa60RPHQCI 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Loving God, we pray that your Holy Spirit will strengthen us to be devoted to the teachings 
of your Word, that through it we may hear your voice and follow it into eternal life. Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word  
 

Daniel 4:19b-31 
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may the dream be for those who hate you, and its 

interpretation for your enemies! 20The tree that you saw, which grew great and strong, so that 
its top reached to heaven and was visible to the end of the whole earth, 21whose foliage was 
beautiful and its fruit abundant, and which provided food for all, under which animals of the 
field lived, and in whose branches the birds of the air had nests— 22it is you, O king! You 
have grown great and strong. Your greatness has increased and reaches to heaven, and your 
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sovereignty to the ends of the earth. 23And whereas the king saw a holy watcher coming 
down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave its stump and 
roots in the ground, with a band of iron and bronze, in the grass of the field; and let him be 
bathed with the dew of heaven, and let his lot be with the animals of the field, until seven 
times pass over him’— 24this is the interpretation, O king, and it is a decree of the Most 
High that has come upon my lord the king: 25You shall be driven away from human society, 
and your dwelling shall be with the wild animals. You shall be made to eat grass like oxen, 
you shall be bathed with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, until you 
have learned that the Most High has sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals, and gives it to 
whom he will. 26As it was commanded to leave the stump and roots of the tree, your 
kingdom shall be reestablished for you from the time that you learn that Heaven is 
sovereign. 27Therefore, O king, may my counsel be acceptable to you: atone for your sins 
with righteousness, and your iniquities with mercy to the oppressed, so that your prosperity 
may be prolonged.” 

28All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29At the end of twelve months he was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30and the king said, “Is this not 
magnificent Babylon, which I have built as a royal capital by my mighty power and for my 
glorious majesty?” 31While the words were still in the king’s mouth, a voice came from 
heaven: “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: The kingdom has departed from 
you!  

 

Daniel 5:22-30 
22And you, Belshazzar his son, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew 

all this! 23You have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven! The vessels of his temple 
have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines 
have been drinking wine from them. You have praised the gods of silver and gold, of 
bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know; but the God in whose 
power is your very breath, and to whom belong all your ways, you have not honored. 24“So 
from his presence the hand was sent and this writing was inscribed. 25And this is the writing 
that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 26This is the interpretation of 
the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an 
end; 27TEKEL, you have been weighed on the scales and found wanting; 28PERES, your 
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 29Then Belshazzar gave the 
command, and Daniel was clothed in purple, a chain of gold was put around his neck, and a 
proclamation was made concerning him that he should rank third in the kingdom. 

30That very night Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was killed. 31And Darius the Mede 
received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  

 
Reflection on the Word and Life  

Link - https://youtu.be/qHqEy0_ZcC0 
 

“The Temptation to Pride and Permanence”  
Third in a Series on Daniel: “Faith in Trying Times”  

https://youtu.be/qHqEy0_ZcC0


As we engaged Daniel 4 and 5 we get a look at two court room dramas: one with 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the other with his “son” Belshazzar.  It is a good time to revisit a 
point we made last week – the power of these stories does not come from their historicity 
(the historical facts) but how they reveal deeper truths in the way they unfold.  History tells 
us that Belshazzar was the son of Nabonidus not Nebuchadnezzar, and he was never king 
but only a regent while Nabonidus went missing in the desert.  Its possible chapter 4’s curse 
on Nebuchadnezzar is actually a reference to Nabonidus. Investigations in history and who 
the story may have really meant are interesting to me, but in this case it does not change the 
meaning of the text at all.  And if we changed the names – the lesson is the same.  The truth 
is not tied to individual facts.  There are, however, some historical points that do help us see 
a deeper meaning in the text.  In the Daniel 4 dream a “holy watcher” calls out 
Nebuchadnezzar.  At the time of this story the encroaching Persian Empire used “watchers” 
as a secret service to spot people disloyal to the Empire.  It is quite possible the Daniel’s 
story means to point out that the divine Heavenly Kingdom also has watcher’s… and they 
serve a higher power than any Earthly king.  If we went back to verse 17 it talks of the 
decree of the watchers and there is a strong sense of contest building through the first six 
chapters of Daniel between the strength of the kings’ decrees against the power of God’s 
decrees.  We will see shortly the power of the decree of God about Nebuchadnezzar.   

When the tree that feeds all – Nebuchadnezzar  in the dream – becomes obsessed 
with his own strength he is “cut down” and “capped off”… he becomes “like an animal” 
and he remains that way until the “God who gives” decides he has learned humility.  He is 
given (a major theme of Daniel is that it is always God who gives) a chance to redeem 
himself with mercy and become again the tree that takes what it is given and shares with all.   

Similarly, with Belshazzar in chapter 5, we are introduced to a court room feast of 
excess and waste – with slight to the Jews as they profane the temple vessels with their 
wanton feast.  Daniel interprets “the writing on the wall” as a warning that they worship the 
works of their hand, and their own economy - “gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, 
wood, and stone.”  It is not just the sin of pride… but of permanency and legacy.  As if they 
worship not the God who gives, but the people who build, buy, and amass (hoard) wealth.  
In these stories Daniel invites us to attend to our own stewardship.  We are stewards, not 
kings.  We receive that which is not ours and we share it with all – and we are called to avoid 
the temptation of pride and permanence that is the fall of both Nebuchadnezzar and 
Belshazzar.  The temptation to our own majesty is constantly with us, the temptation to 
secure our legacy is never far away.   

God invites us instead to trust and faith in God’s provision, in God’s kingdom, that 
we might again be a tree whose fruit feeds all – and not ourselves alone.  There is an old tale 
called the Tale of the Two Seas.  The Dead Sea is a terminus point of waters around it, and 
nothing flows out from it.  The Dead Sea is also exactly that… dead. So salty it is almost 
void of aquatic life and growth.  On the other hand, the Sea of Galilee is fed by many of the 
same waters but what goes in also goes out.  It is the major water source of all the 
surrounding areas.  It is given, and it gives in return. Daniel’s lesson to us is that avoiding the 
temptation to pride and permanence is an essential part of our calling to follow God’s ways 
and decrees – to be stewards and not kings.  

“We love, because God loves us” and “we give, because we have received from God.” 
 



*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
http://www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

We invite you to have prepared your own element for the Table.  Bread and Cup common 
to the current state of your pantry given the quarantine challenges for shopping will do.   
 
Link - https://youtu.be/08JQHUgMQ18 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
* Hymn #530     One Bread, One Body     ONE BREAD, ONE BODY  
  

Link - https://youtu.be/wHYexRkPM2w 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
 Link - https://youtu.be/4xjIY_gwb_c 
 
Postlude     Grand Choeur      Théodore Salomé  

 
Link - https://youtu.be/QMMhX63lfmk 
 

Leading Worship  
Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music  
Warren Kukla, reader   Veronica Blake and Eric Noyce, Vocalists 
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