
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Second Sunday in Advent 

Online Worship for December 6, 2020 
 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                          Lo, How a Rose E're Blooming                         Johannes Brahms    
 
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
Choral Introit                           O Word, that Goest Forth on High                     Robert Lehman 
 
Advent Candle Lighting               Allan and Mary Wylie 

Thus says the LORD, our Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:  
I will make a way.  I set aside those who conquer by sword and shield.  I will create a path 
through might waters. I will set my Spirit upon you to bring good news, proclaim liberty, and 
comfort all those who mourn.  I will make you repairers of the breach.  

 
How long, O Lord, how long must we wait to see your justice roll down like waters.  How 
long must we yearn for your tender mercy to break from on high? 

 
Do not remember the former things or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new 
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so will I cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 
nations. 
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Let it be with us, according to your will, O Lord.  We wait.  We watch.  We long for the 
advent of a new world, and we look to the horizons for your coming glory, a glory full of 
grace and truth. 

 
We light this candle for peace.   

 
A peace that is a deep thirsting for justice and our yearning for the day of the Lord.  The day 
where all shall be full, all shall be whole, and all shall experience the justice and righteousness 
of the abundant life God intends for all creation.   
 

*Hymn 105                                           People, Look East                                            BESANCON 

 
Prayer of Confession  

Faithful God, we confess that we have not led lives the reflect your holiness.  Weseek 
peace that is avoidance of conflict and without justice.  We mistake our own comfort for 
that which is good for all your people.  We see a narrow and selfish version of your kingdom 
and we call it good.  Forgive our iniquity and pardon our sins.  Awake our imagination and 
bolster our courage to seek a world of justice and righteousness.  O Lord, have mercy on 
us…  (Silence, followed by:)   Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may 
boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Anthem                                                      The Rose                                                      Ola Gjeilo 

The lily has a smooth stalk, 
  Will never hurt your hand; 

But the rose upon her brier 

  Is lady of the land. 

 

There's sweetness in an apple tree, 

  And profit in the corn; 

But lady of all beauty 

  Is a rose upon a thorn. 

 

When with moss and honey 

  She tips her bending brier, 

And half unfolds her glowing heart, 

  She sets the world on fire. 

 

- Christina Rossetti 

 



 



Prayer for Illumination  
Mighty God, send your Holy Spirit to speak peace, that the good news of this age may be 
proclaimed through your word, which stands forever. Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: Luke 1:39-56 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy 
is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has 
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and then 
returned to her home. 
 

Reflection on the Word and Life:  
“Thirsting for Justice”  

 Second in an Advent Series on “One Day More: the Advent of a New World”  
 

The signature moment in the musical Les Misérables is the barricade erected by the students 
as a democratic revolt against the abuses of the monarchy… and it is all kicked off by the 
death of one of the few national figures who cared about the plight of the poor.  In the 
musical (and the book from which that comes) it is a stirring moment of democratic ideals 
and class warfare… and yet the people do not actually arise and it becomes a futile stand and 
a moment of bloodshed.  The Song, “Do You Hear the People Sing” and the student 
dreams of that barricade nevertheless connect with ancient and contemporary themes of the 
plight of the poor as the unseen, uncared for, and unheard. It is a thirsting for justice. 
 
Journalist David Jays writing for The Guardian earlier this year notes that the song has risen 
up and been the soundtrack at protests in Korea and China, and in the past in the 
Philippines, Iraq, Turkey and Ukraine, and points back to a piece written by the lyricist of 
the song, Herbert Kretzmer in 2019 speaking of how honored he is to see the song become 
a song of protest.  He writes that the song endures because it addresses “injustice, which can 
turn men and women into slaves, cause anger and humiliation and crush the human spirit”. 
 
 
 



(Singing) 
 

Do you hear the people sing? 
Singing a song of angry men? 

It is the music of a people 
Who will not be slaves again 

 
When the beating of your heart 
Echoes the beating of the drums 

There is a life about to start 
When tomorrow comes 

 
Will you join in our crusade? 

Who will be strong and stand with me? 
Beyond the barricade 

Is there a world you long to see? 
Then join in the fight 

That will give you the right to be free 
 

A song of justice, a thirsting for a new world that will come with the dawn.  And… an echo 
through history of Mary’s Magnificat.  Mary sings a similar song:  

 
“God has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty.” 
 
Mary’s song echoes the Song of Hannah when she delivers her God-gifted child Samuel to 
the Priest Eli: “My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God. My mouth 
derides my enemies, because I rejoice in my victory.  There is no Holy One like the Lord, no 
one besides you… The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength… He 
raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with 
princes and inherit a seat of honor.” 
 
And it is a moment reminiscent as well of Moses and Miriam’s call and response as they sing, 
dance, and play the tambourine in a song of liberation following the crossing of the Red Sea 
and the destruction of the Egyptians who pursued the Israelites: “Sing to the Lord, for he 
has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
 
These songs of justice ring out from the pages of scriptures… and like “Do You Hear the 
People Sing” of Les Mis fame, Mary’s Magnificat has served as a song of protest throughout 
the ages. The biblical text is often accused of a preferential option for the poor.  And it does 
have just such a preference.  It is not simply that God is drawn to the destitute with a desire 



to comfort – though certain that as well. There is a consistent notion that people are not 
poor because they are lazy, or because that just how the world works.  The scriptural stance 
is that people are poor because of human sin: unjust governments and selfish communities 
who turn their back on covenantal bonds of mutual care – that we are our neighbors keeper, 
and the only reason for poverty is our failure to live that command. Always and forever.   
 
The call then for peace cannot simply be a call for an absence of conflict and the general 
status quo created by force of arms.  Biblical peace is product of justice.  And any call for 
peace without justice is a symptom of the sin God sees in our selfish systems of power and 
control, “you cry peace, peace… but there is no peace.” An advent hope for peace must be a 
thirsting for justice… justice for all God people, all God’s creation.  Anything short of 
that… is not the kingdom we long for, or the product of our long-awaited Messiah.  This is a 
thirst for justice that causes offense, that overturns tables, that looks us in the eyes and says: 
if we are not the poor, and we are not seeking to create justice for the poor… than we are 
the problem. And Jesus holds that gaze as he discomforts us… because the Peace Jesus 
brings feels like anything but peace… because the Peace Jesus longs for is born not of 
comfort but of justice.   
 
Do you hear the people sing?  Singing the song of Mary and Hannah and Miriam… giving 
voice to the people longing for the life about to start when tomorrow comes.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord, thanks be to God 
 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
 



The Sacrament of Holy Communion  
 
 Invitation to the Table  

 
Communion Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
 Words of Institution / Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 
Prayer of Dedication 

 
*Hymn 100                                                                                          STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout 

 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Choral Response                                      An Advent Carol                                   Robert Lehman 
 

 
Postlude                                        Fughetta on People Look East                    Richard Shepherd                                     

 
 

Leading Worship  
Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Luann Fife, Pianist    Bonnie Lind, Liturgist 

 
Chancel Ensemble Choir 
Micaela Hulsey    Heather Dye 
Anne Marie Boyd    Veronica Noyce 
David Le     Colin Cho 
Erik Noyce   
 



    


