
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
July 4, 2021 

 
This service is one of two options, at 9:00 am on Sundays we use ZOOM to livestream our First Light Worship, an 
informal conversational time of worship. The link can be found on either our website or Facebook page: 
fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise. 
 
Our 10:45 am service is open to the public. It is also livestreamed from our Sanctuary, and you can follow along 
with this bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for view at 
https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise. 
 
 
Prelude        Two Preludes on American Hymn Tunes        Gilbert Martin 
 
   
Welcome                                  

This is the day the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
 
Choral Introit    Spirit of the Living God            Daniel Iverson 
You are invited to join in singing with the choir 

 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
 
Call to Worship (Responsive)  Psalm 30, Selected  

Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for the night,  
but joy comes with the morning. 
Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper!” 
You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with 
joy, so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you 
forever.  
Let us worship the Lord! 
 

 
*Hymn 410    God Is Calling through the Whisper  W ŹLOBIE LEŹY 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
Forgive us, O God, for our self-important boasting. We take credit for our strength without thought 
of your gifts. When honors are bestowed, we treat them as our due; we claim as our victories the 
triumphs of your grace. You shower us with blessings, which we ignore. You bring new life; we 
take it for granted. Deliver us from our vain ways and forgive our smug complacency. Turn our 
boasting to thanksgiving for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. O Lord, have mercy on us…   
(Silence, followed by:) Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace 
and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  

Paul declares that “when we were dead through our trespasses, God made us alive together with Christ…. 
For by grace, you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing…lest anyone should 
boast.” Let us then boast of God’s grace within us and claim with assurance the new life in Christ. 

 
Passing the Peace 
 
Anthem     I Vow to Thee, My Country                            Gustav Holst  

 
I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above, 
Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love; 
The love that asks no question, the love that stands the test, 
That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; 
The love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 
The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 
 
And there's another country, I've heard of long ago, 
Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know; 
We may not count her armies, we may not see her King; 
Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 
And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 
And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace.   
 
-Cecil Spring-Rice 

 
Prayer for Illumination (Unison) 

We thank you today, O God, for our nation: for the freedom to gather here in security and comfort. 
We thank you for our church and its deep involvement in the history of our nation. Startle us, again, 
with your truth and open our hearts to your word: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Listen to the Word: Mark 12:13–17 

Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said. And they came and 
said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, 
“Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.” And they brought one. Then he 
said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Jesus said to them, 
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they 
were utterly amazed at him. 

 
Reflection on the Word and Life  Freedom    Rev. Dr. Ruth Hicks 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)  (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching 
good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the 
children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving 
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and 
sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of 
the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of 
sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal. 
 

*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at www.fpcboise.org/donate or 
by mailing cash or check to the church office. The donation kiosk is available in the narthex. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 546   Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing   SICILIAN 
MARINERS 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
*Choral Response   God Be in My Head     Lorayne Coombs 

God be in my head, and in my thinking. 
God be in my eyes, and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking. 
Oh, God be in my heart, and in my understanding. 
 

Postlude   O God, Our Help in Ages Past         Charles Callahan 
 
Please be seated during the Postlude. Thank you 
                          
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Ruth Hicks  Ryan Dye, Organ   
Judy Austin, Liturgist  FPC Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fpcboise.org/donate


 


