
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for August 30, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                Pavane             Robert Elmore 
 
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Call to Worship  

We give thanks to God with our whole heart.  
We give thanks for God’s steadfast love and faithfulness! 
Though high above all things, God sees the lowly. 
Even when we are in deep trouble, God makes us live again.  
The love of God lasts forever; let us worship the Lord our God with thanks and praise.  
 

*Hymn 32          I Sing the Mighty Power of God        ELLACOMBE 

(insert on next page) 
 

Prayer of Confession  
Merciful God, we confess that we have conformed our lives to the ways of the world   

and not the ways of your kingdom. We think of ourselves too highly and regard others as 
lowly. We exalt possessions and power when you alone are to be exalted.  We let conflicts 
prevail over grace and divisions over harmony. Transform us that we may be holy and 
acceptable to you, discerning and doing your will. O Lord, have mercy on us… (Silence)  

Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  
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Assurance of God’s Grace  
Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are first and foremost 
sinners goes too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, 
whatever you believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the 
gap. Jesus died for you, rose for you, lives and reigns in power for you. Jesus is praying for 
you. The good news of all that is? We are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 
Special Music                   Air and Gavotte                  Samuel Wesley  
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Lord our God, your name and your word are exalted above everything.  We are 
listening for your word; we are looking for your light.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
renew our minds and hearts so we may discern your will and respond in faith.  We pray in 
the name of your Son, our Savior. Amen 

 
Listen to the Word 

Romans 12:9-21 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; 
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you 
will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 
 

Reflection on the Word and Life: “What is your North Star?”  
  

Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome is one of the great gifts he has given to us all.  Pauls’ 
other letters – gifts in themselves – all address churches and people he knew and had spent 
time with, and each is written to address very particular issues those churches were struggling 
with at that time.  His letter to Rome is unique in that it’s a letter of introduction in advance 
of his journey to them and without anything familiar of them to Paul, and Paul to them.  
Herein lies the gift: the letter to Rome because a Summa Theologica for Paul.  It summarizes 
his core theology of what it means to be a Christian and to follow in the way of Jesus Christ.  
Here more than any place in the New Testament are we given a course of instruction in 
what the “Gospel of Jesus Christ” is and means for our lives together.   
 
This is why many of our great theologians of the every age have had break throughs in their 
own theological development upon intense study of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. I think in 



particular of Martin Luther in the Protestant Reformation and Karl Barth’s neo-orthodoxy in 
the wake of World War I.  In Barth’s case he found himself disillusioned with the liberalism 
of the early 19th century – just as Luther was with the current state of his church - which 
didn’t seem capable of speaking to the horrors of a world war and he intentionally turns to 
Romans to re-imagine his own theological moorings.  
 
While those great works focus on Paul’s message of unearned saving grace we experience in 
Christ, they will also note that Romans constantly reminds us that the cross of Christ 
challenges us not to ally God to our own agendas, to the culture norms and the “powers and 
principalities” of our human politics.  Paul’s theological groundwork is not simply an order 
of worship for good Sunday worship services.  It’s a theological groundwork for an entire 
way of life.   
 
I was reminded recently of the innovations in early seafaring to navigate the oceans.  The 
average sea goer would stay in sight of land during early explorations so they could know 
where they are, where they are going, and how to return.  But this limits where you can go… 
so daring and creative sea-goers came up with various ways to dare to go beyond the 
horizon.  Using the stars, tracking the course of the sun and shadows, eventually charting the 
seas and mapping the world we learned to find our way in trackless sea.  As I think of those 
journeys I’m reminded again of Paul’s words in Romans.  “Let love be genuine; hate what is 
evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor….” These words are another kind of wayfaring tool.  These tools are not 
interested so much in where we are going – but how we behave as we go.  This “way” is not 
the trail we blaze… but how we blaze the trail.  Our reading today sits at the heart of the 
Pauline task of creating a Christin ethic. The how of our traveling.  The theological pillars 
and mooring posts, the sextants and sun dials that guide us in our interaction with the world.  
Because what becomes patently important in Paul’s theological groundwork is that we are 
not, as followers of the way of Jesus, to behave like just any people.  The rules and mores of 
our culture are not to be our guide posts.  The gospel is the only guide.  And more than just 
a different way of life, this way will often put us in direct opposition to the norms and ways 
we used to know so well and will be tempted back into on a daily basis.  
 
And knowing the importance than of tools to keep us on the way of Jesus, as followers – 
disciples – of God’s way of life, Paul begins to lay that out, in ritualized language that gives 
us a mantra for living.  It’s a mantra that cuts through many behaviors we imagine to be ok 
and re-imagines them in the light of the Cross.  In light of the Cross conceived of as the 
depth of divine love and an unending will to re-establish relationship between creator and 
creation certain ways of being simply do not make sense: violence passes away, hatred comes 
untwisted, arrogance and superiority become hollow play-acting, authoritarian self-
righteousness melts into other focused servant hood, and accumulating excess gives way to 
abundant generosity and unconditional welcome.  And the language with which Paul 
articulates this Gospel mantra becomes like daily reminders that tell ourselves as we leave the 
door how it is we must live.  These are our tools of wayfinding and wayfaring so that out in 
the world we do not abandon “the Jesus way” for the more convenient and comforting 



cultural paths around us.  We are constantly measuring our journey to such theological 
grounding, guideposts, and navigational points of reference.  
 
Henri Nouwen reminds us, “In Jesus, no division existed between his words and his 
actions… They not only spoke about changes, cures, new life, but they actually created them. 
In this sense, Jesus is truly the Word made flesh… Saintliness means living without division 
between word and action. If I would truly live in my own life the word I am speaking, my 
spoken words would become actions, and miracles would happen whenever I open my 
mouth."   
 
We could call this a radical authenticity – Jesus is literally ethics in action, a living theological 
pillar we stand upon – our ethics in action.  And the wayfaring that we do is our attempt to 
make the Word of God (Jesus) as palpable in our living as it was in Jesus life.  While I’m not 
sure I’d ever call my life saintly – it is the North Star, the Jesus Way, that we keep our eye 
upon as we navigate our way through the trackless seas of our lives.  It is our aspirational 
(and unattainable) telos – the goal – which we hope to make ubiquitous in our living, a 
bubbling of the Spirit that flavors our every day life.  And regardless of whether we attain it 
or now it pervades our living in miraculously life given, life restoring, life creating way… 
every time we open our mouth, take a step, lend a hand. 
 
Holding these truths of our lives before us allows (the Jesus way that we endeavor to follow) 
is no one time task, or easy thing, and maybe Paul knows it require a theme song – a tune we 
sing without knowing it because its engrained in our minds eye as the enveloping framework 
for how our story will unfold moving forward.  We have our theme song as a Romans 12 
mantra that reminds us not only of what we have to do today, but the character with which 
we desire to do it.  A theme song that keeps us on the way… the way of Jesus.   
 
So pick your metaphor: sextant, North Star, theme song, mantra – its all the same.  But tell 
me: what is the reminder you will hold to as you start your next ZOOM meeting, write your 
next email – what are the words you will hold close as you walk out your door into the sea of 
others that you will incarnate in the doing and living of your life that others might say your 
very presence is blessing to them, and to the world.  What works for you so that your life 
preaches Paul’s words, which reflect THE Word –  

“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor… 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly;  
do not claim to be wiser than you are.  
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord, thanks be to God 
 



*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 308                     O God in Whom All Life Begins                 NOEL 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Postlude                   Trumpet Tune in D Major                        Bert Landman    

 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla  Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Eric and Veronica Noyce, Vocalists 
 
 



 
 

 


