
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
April 25, 2021 

 

This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 

This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view at https://www.youtube.com/fpcboise or facebook.com/fpcboise 
 
Prelude                            Elevation – Tierce en Taille                          François Couperin 
 

Welcome                                  
This is the day the Lord has made. 

 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

Choral Introit                                      Bless Us, O God                                     Richard Shephard 
 

Bless us, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence, 
that we may be at peace and may worship you with all our mind and spirit. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 23) 
God has prepared a place for us to rest and be restored. 
God anoints us, feeds us, quenches our thirst – even in the shadow of death. 
Let us set aside fear and anxiety as we embrace the goodness and mercy of the Lord. 
Let us worship the Lord our God with thanks and praise.  
 

*Hymn 268                              Crown Him with Many Crowns                        DIADEMATA 

 

Prayer of Confession  
God, you are with us.  Over and over again you remind us of your steadfast love that 

will not let us go.  And yet we struggle to believe it.  We feel the crush of fear and we are 
overwhelmed by worry.  Death seems all and it is swallowing us hole.  Crushed by such 
concerns we cannot embrace abundant life and we are not walking ways of peace.  Your light 
seems so very far from our daily lives.  O Lord, have mercy on us…  (Silence, followed by:)    

Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.  
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Assurance of God’s Grace  

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. But to say we are only sinners goes 
too far. Our identity rests not in our brokenness but in God’s love. Know that, whatever you 
believe separates you from God, God’s love is more than enough to bridge the gap.  The 
good news is that we are forgiven. You are forgiven. So be at peace.  

 

Anthem                                                      Be Still                                                Mary McDonald 
 

Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am with you 

Be still and know that I will comfort you 
When you come to Me in your hour of need. 

Be still and know that I am God. 
 

Be still and know that I am here for you; 
And I will wipe your tears; 

You will be renewed. 
Come unto Me, My child, be still, 
And know that I will give you rest, 

I am present in your pain and I always will remain 
our Comforter and Friend. 

Peace I leave with you; 
My peace, I give unto you. 

Be still and know that I am God. 
 

-Herb Frombach (based on Psalm 46:10) 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
God who is Spirit and Life, blow through this space and provoke our imagination to hear in 
this word your ways of peace and goodness.  Inspire us, build us up, and send us to be those 
who bear your good news into the world.  Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: Acts 4:5-11 
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When 
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what 
name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the 
people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who 
was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all 
the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.”  
 



Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.  
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 
Reflection on the Word and Life: “Bending the Moral Arc of the Universe”  

 
 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 
blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain, and giving his life for the sins of the world.  God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. 

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Prayers of the Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
*Hymn 248                            Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!                               HYMN TO JOY 

 

*Charge and Benediction  
 



Choral Response                                     The Grace                                           Richard Shephard 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. AMEN. 

 

 
Postlude                                 Offertoire Sur les Grands Jeux                          François Couperin 
 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
Luann Fife, Pianist    Susan Knights, Liturgist 

 The FPC Chancel Choir 
 

 
 
 
 



 


