
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
Online Worship for July 5, 2020 

 
This service is one of two options during the Coronavirus time of physical distancing in which 
worship is happening only online. At 9:00 am on Sundays we will livestream through ZOOM an 
informal conversational time of worship like our First Light Worship. You can find the link to that 
on our website or Facebook page: fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise  
 
This service is live streamed at 10:45 am from our Sanctuary and you can follow along with this 
bulletin or use this bulletin to guide your own service of worship. The live stream is available for 
view on fpcboise.org or facebook.com/fpcboise.  
 
Prelude                                            Adagio from BWV564          JS Bach 
  
Welcome  

This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 
Call to Worship (adapted from Song of Solomon 2)  

Beloved of God, the winter is past, 
The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come. 
Let us lift our voices in praise to our Creator. 
Let us worship the Lord our God. 
 

* Hymn #37   Let All Things Now Living     ASH GROVE 
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Prayer of Confession  
Lord, we marvel at the thought of a well-fitted yoke, a burden scaled to match our frames; 
we do not know how to rest in the promise of such labor. Some of us are weary from 
unceasing responsibility; others find no welcome in the marketplace. We confound your 
vision for our common life.  Forgive our blind striving, our stifled concern, the judgments 
we cast on others. Make yourself known to us in the silence. Shape your children for the 
commonwealth of your love. Lord, have mercy on us… (Silence) Forgive us, O God, and 
move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Grace  
 
Time for Children/Celebration Chapel  

The time for children is available as YouTube link, rather than part of the live-stream 
service, and can be found here: https://youtu.be/IOgyeA1i6KQ 
 

Special Music    Fairest Lord Jesus    arr. Melvin West 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Merciful God, in this moment of stillness, wash us clean of our presumptions. Receive us as 
your weary children. Then, by the power of your Spirit, bless us with a word that revives, for 
we pray in the name of Jesus, your living Word. Amen. 
 

Listen to the Word: Matthew 11:2-20, 28-30 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 
news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 
arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the prophets and the law prophesied until 
John came; 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15Let anyone 
with ears listen! 

16“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling to one another, 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, 
and you did not mourn.’ 18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

https://youtu.be/IOgyeA1i6KQ


demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 
deeds.” 20Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had 
been done, because they did not repent.  

28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  
 
Reflection on the Word and Life  “Confirmed and Confounded”  

 
Confirmation bias is out of control.  Confirmation bias has always been with us and is noted 
by such minds as Ancient Greek historian Thucydides to Arab scholar Ibn Khladun in the 
14th century to modern psychology which studies it under many names today from 
“confirmation bias” to “congeniality bias” to “myside bias”: basically it means that we agree 
with facts that agree with us.  We become partial to an idea and agree with anything that 
confirms what we already believed, while simultaneously discrediting any fact and rationale 
that supports a contrary viewpoint than our own. And frankly I have never met a person 
who – pointing this out in others – who doesn’t also fall prone to the same habit.  
And that includes me. 
 
Last week I was in a theological conversation with some friends and one person said, “well 
you need to tell them to go read Romans.”  It was said with the implication that such a 
reading would “correct’ the theology of this “wrong” thinking person.  But… I’m convinced 
they have already read Romans – maybe more than me.  We just both hear what we want to 
hear when we pick up the book.  We have our already formed opinion confirmed by 
scripture for us… and we innocently turn a deaf ear to the words that would overturn the 
tables of our firmly held beliefs.   
 
And then in walks this dialogue with Jesus in today’s Gospel reading.  Particularly his 
comment that “they” (the they being the crowds of religious folk who do not want their 
theology messed with by any kind of outsider) discredit John the Baptist (the teetotaler 
wilderness dweller and least hedonistic person ever) by saying he had a demon… and then 
they discredited Jesus as gluttons and drunkards because we ate and drank like anyone else. 
John and Jesus – as unalike as any two but with the same message.  But the message wasn’t 
heard because no-one wanted to listen.  Whatever way we came, Jesus says, they discredited 
us because they were already prepared to not listen to anything we had to say.   
 
And I heard it again – none of us really wants to learn.  And I remembered an old proverb 
that was handed on to me by a Rabbi in Florida: The world is a very hard place for violins.  
This is a world for hammers.  But the problem with being a hammer… is that you have to 
see everything as a nail. 
 



And how right that thought is… we are pounding on each other with no relent.  We are 
pounding on everyone that doesn’t agree with us and the only conclusion can be: agree with 
me in whole – or else.  Anything less than total concurrence makes you a nail… with me the 
hammer.  You want to speak harsh words in the desert?  Hammer him.  You want to 
embrace life’s abundance with the gracious love of God?  Hammer him. You might as well 
say: crucify him. 
 
And to this world of hammers Jesus says… come to me, all you who are weary.  And I will 
give you rest.  Lay down your hammers.  Learn a new way.  It is not that Jesus has no 
conception of righteousness.  It is not that Jesus does not have a firm vision for justice.  
Jesus vision is firm and unrelenting.  But his way is also easy and gentle.  The dichotomy 
feels…. Impossible.  But Jesus holds up his vision, without disrespecting his decenters.  
Jesus listens… Jesus allows that he can be wrong… Jesus gets corrected.  All of these 
realities remind us that for Jesus to guide us in his way a hammer is the one thing he 
absolutely cannot be.  And so frustrated… thwarted… even denied.  What he never does – 
is see another person as nothing more than nail. 
 
Come to me… all you who are heavy laden.  And I will give you rest. 
 
This scene is at the beginning of our text is one of my favorite moments in Jesus’ ministry. I 
love that John’s disciples are sent to Jesus to ask if he is the one they are waiting for… I love 
this moment because outside of Mary and Joseph there is no single person in all the world in 
a better position to know the answer to that question than the questioner, than John.  He 
was there.  He was there at Jesus’ baptism. It was he who said: “I cannot baptize you, it is I 
who needs to be baptized by you.”  It was John that gave witness to the divine epiphany of 
“this is my Son, my beloved.”  It is John – who knows better than any who yet wonders: are 
you the one who is to come?  And Jesus answer him – not with a yes, but with:  “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.” 
 
Jesus vision is firm – Jesus purpose is clear.  But equally clear is his reminder that this is not 
a kingdom that can come about in violence or force: no mighty hammer vanquishes his evil.  
But he will take up a towel like a sponge and wipe their feet and call them loved… And he 
will listen them into transformation. He will forgive them into wholenessness.  He will take 
nothing; and give everything.  And maybe that confuses John.  Who cannot see how that 
may possibly work… so Jesus shows him: look behind me, what do you see?  I see those 
who have been given life.  Not shattered visages, but people given back dignity and 
wholeness.  It works. But I don’t have to tell you that… look for yourself. 
 

          Come to me, all you who are heavy laden.  And I will give you rest.   
Let us lay down our hammers.  Let us open our hearts like sponge to God’s grace and love 
and let us wash each other feet – bathed in Grace let us listen each other into the 
communion of divine love.  
 
This is the Word of the Lord, thanks be to God. 



 
*Affirmation of Faith (adapted from the Brief Statement of Faith)  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

 
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth, Hymn 607)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.  
 
You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at 
http://www.fpcboise.org/donate or mailing cash or check to the church office.  

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

We invite you to have prepared your own element for the Table.  Bread and Cup common to the current state 
of your pantry given the quarantine challenges for shopping will do.   
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
* Hymn #340        This Is My Song           FINLANDIA 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Postlude       Fugue in G minor from BWV 578    JS Bach 

 
Leading Worship  

Rev. Drs. Ruth Hicks and Andrew Kukla 
Robert Schmidt, Organist 
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